
 

  

The Project aims to: 

 provide hospitality and practical support for people seeking asylum 

 actively network with like-minded individuals and groups who are 

working for justice for asylum seekers 

 promote advocacy for the rights of asylum seekers 

 raise awareness of asylum seeker issues and concerns through a range of 

activities 

I was a stranger and you made 

me welcome ... 
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STRENGTH AND KINDNESS 

Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project (BASP) 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

So what difference will the election make to policies determining people seeking protection? 

 

There was almost a conspiracy of silence about refugees and asylum seekers during the election campaign—except for 

a few forays into the ‘control of our borders’ with both major parties assuring us that they would be the best at 

managing this.  This can presumably be translated into ‘we will continue the harshest treatment we can’ towards 

anyone daring to seek protection in Australia. 

 

Whoever forms Government, they will have to negotiate with some of the ‘others’ in the Parliament.  We have the 

anomaly that these include the Greens (long term supporters of a more humane approach), some Independents who are 

also in favour of a compassionate and a changed deal for asylum seekers and the flip side of the coin including the 

vociferous Pauline Hansen and her One Nation party.    

 

All those, we at BASP are trying to support in their quest for some security ask, ‘What does the election mean for us?  

How is it going?’  So once again, we have this relatively small group of people, asking only for safety and kindness, at 

the mercy of the domestic political turmoil.  We have suggested before, and reiterate again, that it is necessary to move 

the discussion on asylum, people smuggling and refugee movements to a neutral space.  We suggest the establishment 

of a new structure that has the management of asylum seekers separate from border control and determined by 

objective, eminent citizens acting under another government department, for example the Justice Department.  The 

Immigration Department is responsible for the movement in and out of Australia of millions of people each year and 

the policies surrounding immigrants to Australia.  Protecting people’s rights to request country resettlement under the 

Refugee Convention lies outside this major responsibility and has proven to be at odds with a preoccupation with 

‘border control’.  Asylum seekers are not immigrants, so by definition they should not fit under our immigration policy.     

We ask for leadership that is conscious that every time a minister or person makes a statement about Australia not 

accepting asylum seekers, there are people in a state of total insecurity listening for clues about their future.  Statements 

about refugees being illiterate and looking to take jobs from the rest of the population both denigrate and frighten the 

poor people here waiting for answers about their future.   

 

At BASP, we face, almost daily, the consequences for people who have been detained both on the Australian mainland 

and in offshore detention.  We therefore hope the settling of the present black holes in the treatment of asylum seekers 

will be a high priority for the new government.  This could involve establishing open reception places for asylum 

seekers rather than putting them indefinitely in detention.   It would certainly mean taking people off the islands on 

Nauru and Manus and bringing them to Australia.   



 

2 

Ten years of waiting is a long time. 

 

An amazing phone call.  “Mam I have just got a Permanent Protection Visa”.  This is always cause for celebration 

and is reasonably rare for the people BASP assists.  However this one was more unusual than most. 

In the mid-1990s a promising young cricketer (let’s call him Ananda) completed his apprenticeship as a mechanic 

and became involved in a Union, first as a member, then as a local and then regional organiser.  While the United 

National Party was in power in Sri Lanka that was a role that did not bring him any problems.  However when the 

Government changed, he was threatened and beaten on several occasions and threatened because of his union 

activities.  He decided to get a tourist visa and leave for Australia.  That did not prove easy because of the 

involvement of a section of the LTTE with the issuing of visas.  So after some very frightening experiences which 

involved severe back injuries, Ananda managed to get on a plane and came to Australia in 2005. 

He applied for protection but was rejected at each stage of the process.  It was claimed that as a Singhalese national 

he had nothing to fear back in Sri Lanka.  Eventually in 2008 he was detained in the Maribyrnong Immigration 

Detention Centre.  I visited him quite regularly while he was there and one night he rang to say he was being 

deported the next morning.  I was in Adelaide at a meeting and was quite non-plussed about what action to take (if 

any).  However someone said that a direct application to UNHCR could possibly prevent the deportation.  

Hurriedly and in between meetings on that evening I managed to get an application sent to the UN office.  Before 

the fax even went through Ananda rang again to say he was being taken to the airport.  We were not to know what 

plane he was being put on but a call to the airlines determined that the first flight for Sri Lanka was in the morning 

at 7am. 

Miraculously the UN instructed the Australian Government not to deport Ananda until investigations had been 

carried out. 

These investigations went on and on until 2013.  In the meantime I had contacted a wonderful group in Sydney (as 

part of the Balmain Uniting Church) who took up the fight for Ananda and in mid-2013 the UN told Australia that 

Ananda had a well-founded fear of persecution if he was returned to Sri Lanka and he should be given a Permanent 

Visa.  Luckily about this time a precedent was set with another refugee and this enabled Ananda to resubmit his 

case for protection in Australia.  After another three years, and about a month ago, Ananda was informed he has 

been granted a Permanent Visa.   

In the meantime Ananda has lost contact with his wife and two children.  His mother has been 

constantly threatened by police because she has maintained she did not know anything of his 

activities and her house was burned down – with the police refusing to investigate. 

This is just one man’s story.  There are 67 million displaced people in the world and all have a 

story of hardship and suffering.  At BASP, with a lot of help from our supporting community, 

we can help just a few of these.  A phone call like Ananda’s gives us all renewed energy and 

commitment to help where we can and to keep working for change.  

 

A wave of global xenophobia  

We have seen a movement towards fear and racially fuelled hatred and division around the world.  Here in 

Australia, we are witnessing Pauline Hanson (this time with a ‘party’) saying that Islam is not a religion of peace 

but rather an ideology.  She wants a royal commission into Islam, and says hatred has been 

preached in mosques. Her party also wants surveillance cameras in all mosques and Islamic 

schools.  Her inflammatory rhetoric is directed against Moslems and Asians—a rather large 

slice of the Australian community.  It is tempting to just dismiss most of this vitriol as 

outrageous and not worthy of discussion.  However, hatred breeds a lot of cruelty so together 

we need to find ways to bring people together so that real dialogue can happen.  The picture 

reminds us that a little irony might help. 
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Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project 
 

Discussion Night 2 - 2016 
 

Thursday, July 28th, 2016 

 

Time: 7.30 – 9.30p.m 

A culture of cruelty 
How does this manifest itself? 

How can we change it? 

What difference has the election made? 

  

Speakers: Guy Coffey, clinical psychologist and lawyer, will speak from his  experiences as a 

psychologist and lawyer who for many years has worked for asylum seekers 

 

And Pamela Curr, Refugee and Detention Rights Advocate, Asylum Seekers Resource Centre 

who will speak to a document Protection Denied, Abuse Condoned: Women on Nauru at risk 

With opportunities to discuss the issues involved 

Venue:  
St Joseph’s Hall  
 

(beside the bluestone church) 
 

274 Rouse St , Port Melbourne 

I was a stranger and you made me welcome... 

 

We will give an update on the various ways BASP is helping people seeking asylum 

and also explore the needs and what further assistance is needed. 
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Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

How Papua New Guinea has become a constitutional and social justice challenge for Australia 

 

In April of this year, Papua New Guinea’s Supreme Court found that the detention of men 

seeking protection on Manus Island was unconstitutional.  This decision has two vital 

lessons for Australia: the power of a Bill of Rights and the importance of a courageous 

Court.  The judgment blew a hole in Australia’s offshore detention network by declaring 

the arrangement unlawful under PNG’s Constitution. In doing so it raised the bar for the 

Australian Constitution and judiciary by doing what our High Court has been unable or 

unwilling to do for more than 20 years: liberating arbitrarily detained asylum seekers. 

  

Many Australians would assume our Constitution contains a similar provision guaranteeing personal liberty. It 

doesn’t. In fact, it says very little about basic human rights at all.  There are a few reasons for this. Our Constitution 

was framed before the post-war human rights era. And unlike the Americans, our basic law is more concerned with 

the delicacies of inter-state relations than throwing off the shackles of tyrannical government.  Finally, our 

Constitution is incredibly hard to change as most referendums fail. 

 

One of the assertions constantly being made in Australia is that the fate of those detained offshore (on Manus Island 

and Nauru) is the responsibility of the country where they are: PNG or Nauru.  This appears a fiction that suits the 

Australian government.  Almost everyone who has first hand knowledge of these off-shore detention centres agrees 

that Australia is in effect in control of activities and the management of these detention centres, so from the point of 

view of international legal standards and international law, there's very little doubt that Australia remains 

responsible.  This would also seem to be morally true.  After all, we moved these people asking refuge there, 

Australia pays the multinational companies that run the detention centres, and our officials have the right to ‘step 

in’ if anything goes wrong. 

 

So currently there are just under 1000 men on Manus Island and even though the PNG Government has ruled their 

continued detention unlawful, the only change is that technically the Centre is open.  The future of the men remains 

totally uncertain as both major political parties in Australia reiterate that they will not be brought to Australia.   

 

Writing a letter (email) or visiting local MP’s, Government leaders, media urging that those on Manus (and 

Nauru) be brought to the Australian mainland would be a great thing to do.  

Suggestions for letter to your local Member (or anyone else in the Parliament) 

One of the most effective ways you can make your voice heard is to write a letter to your local Member 

of Parliament.  Make your letter short.  Address one issue.  Begin with an explanation of who you are 

and why you are writing the letter.  Say whether you are writing as an individual or on behalf of a 

group or for an organisation.  You could mention that you believe polls now show that the majority of people want 

those detained on Manus Island and Nauru brought to Australia and the off-shore detention centres closed.  Urge 

your Member to take this issue up with the Government.  Say you are most disappointed with your Member’s party 

for their lack of addressing the suffering being inflicted on people on both islands.  If you don’t get an answer 

within a month write back.  Include in your letter a question and if this is not specifically answered write and ask 

the question again.  E.g..  How many people seeking protection have been assessed as refugees and are still on both 

islands? 

Remember, your MP is your representative and one of the most important tasks of political representatives is 

communicating with their constituents. 
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What a difference a job makes! 
 
Six months looking for work and no job...  no wonder Davood was very depressed when he first 

came to Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project seeking help looking for work. He is an experienced 

carpenter from Iran, married with two young children.  

 

And then a breakthrough - an article in a Parish newsletter resulted in a job with a local builder.  Although the job 

was only for a few weeks it gave Davood lots of confidence, a great reference and led to him to gain permanent 

employment.  

‘Davood’s a great asset for our business.’ Employer 

 

The Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project has people with full work rights and good English looking for work in a 

range of occupations, including: 

Retailing: 27 year  old female has solid exper ience working in retailing as cashier  and sales assistant  

 

Aged care workers: 37 year  old with Cer tificate 111 in Aged Care, also has extensive exper ience in 

pharmacy, drivers licence and car and 27 yr old with Certificate 111 in Aged Care, 

 

Labourers and factory workers: 30 year  old with white card and labour ing exper ience is seeking 

labouring work of any type  

 

Commercial and domestic cleaning: 35 year  old with cleaning exper ience 

 

If you have ANY work opportunities – no matter how small - talk to us and we will find a willing and enthusiastic 

worker. 

 

Phone: 9696 2107 or 0417 521534   www.basp.org.au  

 

We can never underestimate the uncertainties attendant with being a refugee 

From the moment a person or a group decide to leave their country everything is a lottery.  And the 

elements of the lottery are momentous – from staying alive, to the possibility of being captured and 

tortured, to never seeing home again, to never seeing family again, to ending up in a dead-end no future 

place to a good future in a new place reunited with family.  The latter is the least likely – but it is always a hope. 

Let’s picture a few different cases:  

Ali tells us: ‘I dread ringing home—my wife asks the same question every day, Any news?’  Ali has been in 

Australia for six years – he has had a Permanent Visa for over three years.  He applied for citizenship eighteen 

months ago but (like many others) he is still waiting.  Without citizenship he cannot bring his family here.  So his 

wife with their three children waits in a very frightening place in Pakistan – as illegal residents there.  Meantime Ali 

loses even more weight, works almost every day to be able to send money to his family and worries incessantly.  To 

make matters worse his wife is now beginning to question whether he is really trying to get them out to Australia 

and is even questioning if he has another ‘wife’ in this country. 

Houda has been in detention for three years – in Nauru and in Australia.  She was released with her small daughter a 

few months ago into community detention.  She is sick with worry that they will be returned to Nauru.  ‘I have 

dreams every night with guards coming into our room and dragging myself and my daughter into a van to take us to 

the airport’. 
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Recently a young twenty two year old man from Afghanistan said to us:  My Dad was killed and my mother made 

me leave because she said I would be killed next..  I came here in 2012, I’m not allowed to work, and I would have 

to pay overseas student fees to study. It’s not just me; it’s all my friends I am talking about.  When I arrived I was 

18. I just missed out on being allowed to go to school.  I have learned English just by talking to people and getting 

some friends to show me how to read. Now I’m almost 22. I tell my Mum I go to school because she is so worried 

about me.  When can I go to school? When can I go to university? When can I learn enough to get a job? I don’t 

know when I will have money at least to go to school. It could take another four to five years. How old will I be 

then? It is awful just staying home all day and doing nothing, just keep worrying. My Mum and my two brothers 

are not safe at all. I read in the papers that there are 30,000 in my circumstances, staying home all day and doing 

nothing. I escaped from my country because I didn’t have a safe future and I wanted to help my Mum and my 

brothers.  I would do anything at all that the Government asked me to be able to study and then to get a job and 

pay tax and send some money home.  

And on a more hopeful note: after a talk at a University recently where Brigid had mentioned minors who came to 

Australia and after some months in detention were released and most are managing to get on with their lives, a 

young Afghani man said to her ‘I am one of those.  I was in Pontville (Tasmanian immigration detention centre) – 

I am now doing a combined Arts/Commerce degree and am in my second year.’   

 

Below are some of the people we know and something of their efforts to study.   

Hamid 

This young man is twenty.  He is one of nine children, originally from Chad.  He came to Australia about six years 

ago, went to English Language school, High school and is now doing a nursing course at University.  He lives on 

very little because, due to the hours he is attending University,  he can only get a few hours at the green grocer’s 

shop where he worked as a younger student.  However he is highly motivated and doing well. 

Maryam 

A twenty three year old woman, originally from Afghanistan and then in Pakistan, had a most interrupted 

education.  She longed for a chance to study at University level.  She came to Australia at the end of 2014.  As  a 

result of a scholarship from LCM Sisters she is now studying Mechatronics at RMIT.  She has a long road ahead 

but her persistence in the face of extraordinary obstacles is an inspiration.   

Zahra 

A young seventeen year old girl, also from Afghanistan, came by herself on a boat and ended up on Christmas 

Island two years ago.  She is now doing VCE and is excelling in Maths and Science and wants to study Forensic 

medicine. 

Ali 

This young man had been studying Business Administration in Gambia but after he came here as a a person 

needing protection, he had the chance to enrol in Certificate 3 Automatic Studies.  He works in a cheese factory on 

a casual basis and goes to school in the evenings. 

 

We urge everyone to advocate for study and work rights for all those in the community waiting (endlessly) 

for their applications to be processed. 

The power of education 
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  What’s in a name? 

Well quite a bit really!  First we had the Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs.  That sounds quite 

inclusive. This was changed in 2007 to the Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC)  suggesting maybe 

that you weren’t really in until you were a citizen.   

Then in September 2013, DIAC became the Department of Immigration and Border Protection (DIBP).  And in 

July 2015 the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service (ACBPS) was integrated with the Department of 

Immigration and Border Protection and the Australian Border Force was established (DIBP).  The new Department, 

including the functions of customs and immigration describes itself:  Our integrated department provides us with 

the opportunity to leverage our combined experience and capabilities to better tackle the challenges facing 

Australia's border. 

Even the name changes indicate a moving towards a policing model and away from an administrative and inclusive 

model.   

Those who visit the Detention Centres in Melbourne are very concerned about the changes.  These are most 

obvious at MITA (Broadmeadows).  Under the strict guidance of Australian Border Force, occupants of MITA 

have been segregated. Single men, single women and families, and those who have not been security cleared have 

all been placed in separate, locked compounds and are unable to socialise or move freely through the facility. 

Single men are bearing the brunt of the changes, and have been moved to a newly built high-security compound 

known as Bass. 

It is clear that the mood of those detained has been severely affected.  People feel they are being 

treated like criminals.  A notice issued by Border Force states: ‘A new operating model will be 

implemented with the main change being, the separation and controlled movement of different 

detainee groups.’ 

Prior to the changes, Broadmeadows occupants socialised openly. Many were transferred from 

Manus and Nauru detention centres together, and some travelled to Australia on the same boats.  This separation of 

friendship groups is painful for all of the asylum seekers.  Every compound has been effectively locked down and 

no one is able to talk to each other. Before, people were able to freely roam between all compounds and make new 

friends. The new system isolates people even within the Centre. 

The Bass compound is surrounded by a high-security mesh fence, and the perimeter is dotted with security 

cameras. The men, who previously had their own rooms, now sleep two to a room. The bunk beds provided are so 

tight that many men are unable to sit up on the lower beds. 

All occupants must now be escorted by guards to the canteen, to medical appointments, to the visiting area, and to 

all other areas outside their immediate compound.  They must carry an ID card ‘at all times’. To visit friends in 

other compounds, occupants must fill out a written application and wait for an approval or rejection from staff. No 

timeline has been given regarding the approval process. 

 

Many seem to be now ‘put on a high-risk rating’. High-risk occupants are handcuffed when they leave the 

compound for appointments, and marched through with a guard on either side of their person. 

 

Prior to Border Force’s arrival, only men were pat-searched when leaving the facility for appointments. Now, 

women are also pat-searched by guards, and security wands have been introduced. Recreational materials are often 

confiscated, and sewing machines and knitting needles have been taken from a number of women. 
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Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

 

Who are the real refugees? 

Over the years we have been led to believe that ‘real’ refugees are those living in camps in or near war torn countries 

and that every person who just arrives in Australia and seeks protection takes away a place from these deserving 

people.  Apart from the fact that most refugees in the world do not live in refugee camps (there are many more in 

urban areas often on the edges of large cities), there is no necessary connection between the number of refugees 

overseas and the number we accept in Australia.  The assumption seems to be that no-one should cross a border to ask 

for protection – just wait and be told it is OK to come.  Almost all refugees have crossed borders to escape from an 

intolerable situation.  For Australia it is ‘don’t cross our borders’.   

We have two separate components to our Refugee program.  The onshore component is either for people who arrive 

here by plane – usually on a tourist or student visa and then ask for protection—or they arrive without authorisation, 

usually by boat.  By world standards the number arriving in either way is miniscule.   

Australia also has an off-shore component to its program.  This is a voluntary scheme under which Australia resettles 

recognised refugees who have been referred by the UN.  This is in no way a queue as it has been called.  A person 

who has been in a refugee camp for one year may be prioritised for resettlement ahead of a person who has been in a 

camp for 10 years, if the former’s need for resettlement is greater.   

It is a myth that onshore applicants for protection in this country take chances away from those who could come as 

part of the off-shore program.  However, Australia has numerically linked components of Australia’s refugee program, 

which means that every time an onshore applicant is granted a protection visa, a place is deducted from the offshore 

program. The linking policy blurs the distinction between Australia’s obligations as a signatory to the Refugee 

Convention (addressed through the onshore component) and our voluntary contribution to the sharing of international 

responsibility for refugees for whom no other durable solution is available (addressed through the offshore 

component). The perception that there is a “queue” which onshore applicants are trying to evade is created by a policy 

choice which could easily be changed. No other country in the world links its onshore and offshore programs in this 

way.  

The Parishes of St Dominic’s and St Bridget’s warmly invite you to  

BEYOND BORDERS BENEFIT 
Saturday 23rd July 7:00 to 11:00pm  

The Great Hall,   Xavier College, Kew 

An International Theme Night with Trivia, Music, Games, Raffles 

& Auction Items  

Funds raised will support asylum seekers while they wait on the outcome of their 

application for refugee status in Australia. At present many asylum seekers live among 

us with little support and no work rights. This night aims to raise funds to assist with 

the on-going support of existing families with the intention to further assist as many as 

possible. 

Cost $25 per head  

Tea & Coffee provided, BYO Drinks & Nibbles 

Bookings & Payment via linkwww.trybooking.com/LHAP or the Parish offices; Tables of up to 12 or contact us 

for seating arrangement 

http://www.trybooking.com/LHAP
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Tash Rabbidge, who has offered her help as a volunteer on her days off, held a social gathering in St Kilda to raise 

funds for BASP.  She did this with her friend, Lindy Cook. 

“It was an unseasonably warm night in May, great views of Acland St from the Village Belle balcony, around one 

hundred locals, a DJ dedicated to Prince and David Bowie and a ripper silent auction- the result was $3,900 for 

BASP and a fantastic night out.”  These funds will be well utilised in assisting with the basics such as food, travel 

costs, unexpected bills and expenses. 

Many thanks to Tash and Linda as well as all who attended. 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

Generous support of BASP 

Crisis Accommodation- Continuing Support 

 

On June 17, Robert Allanadale and his committee held another fundraising function to continue the efforts they 

initiated last year, enabling BASP to provide crisis accommodation, assisting 45 people through this initiative.  

Robert had organised the video which outlined the achievements to date and included this in the invitation to 

friends and acquaintances.  

Over 100 people attended a most enjoyable function at Robert and Christine's home, with others, who were unable 

to come, pledging donations. Robert MC’d the evening and the group was addressed by John Wilcheck, a retired 

judge who came to Australia as a refugee after WW11 and initially he and 

both his parents were billeted separately. Libby spoke of how the Crisis 

Accommodation funding had benefitted some very distressed and 

vulnerable families and individuals. Brigid spoke about the broader picture 

and the continuing cruelty to those in detention, both on shore and 

offshore. David Brookes, a County Court judge, a member of the 

committee and a mad Melbourne supporter gave the vote of thanks to 

Brigid, equating her with Jack Viney, which was apparently a great 

compliment! 

The committee provided wonderful food for all present. This included 

some delicious Lebanese treats, made by one of the beneficiaries of the Crisis Accommodation last year. 

On the night, and subsequently, the pledges of support have reached $45000. What a wonderful achievement this is 

and it will indeed be well spent. 

The Sisters of Sion have also supported the Crisis Accommodation program by adding a further donation of 

$10,000 per year for 3 years. Such generosity is heart-warming especially against the background of the 

government's punitive approach. 

Thanks to Robert, Christine, the committee and all involved for this amazing outcome. 

BASP is able to achieve as much as it does through the generosity of its donors, supporters and volunteers. How 

fortunate we are to share our commitment to greater fairness and compassion for people seeking asylum with these 

wonderful community members. 

We have been given a lot of other help.   A couple of activities have highlighted this in the last couple of months.  

The Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ) community has also made a large house available to BASP for a year, to 

be used for people seeking protection. Within days of this offer, BASP was contacted by a couple with a 2 year old 

son, who had flown into Australia seeking asylum. They had no funds and had slept their first night here on the 

steps of the State Library. 

How grateful we were to be able to offer them part of this house while they prepared and submitted their 

applications for protection and income support. 
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ASYLUM SEEKERS COMEDY BENEFIT 
August 19th 

 

There will be a stellar line-up and a great friendly 

community atmosphere.  We would be thrilled if you could 

come along, and if you can’t, you can still make a donation 

on Trybooking.com  

  

To buy Tix or donate:  Click on this URL Code:   https://
trybooking.com/Embed.aspx?eid=211216 

  
The money raised will be given to Brigidine Asylum 

Seekers Project ( BASP ) and also donation to ‘Refugee 

Legal’ – defending the rights of refugees, www.rilc.org.au 

Bar opens at 6pm. Food available. Show starts at 7pm.    

 

Look forward to seeing you there.  Tell your friends, 

round up a group to come along.  There are only 500 tix 

available    BOOK NOW!  

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

Teaching English- a message from Sue and Phil - Co-ordinators of the English Program 

“Lorraine has been with the BASP Family Support through teaching English Program almost since its inception. She 

has recently moved to country Victoria from the city and suggested that Werribee would be within a reasonable 

distance for her to travel to teach English.   

 

Amir and Somayeh, from Iran, are seen here meeting with Lorraine to determine the best way forward to improve 

their English. Many of our families gain confidence by having the opportunity to just 

chat and converse with our volunteers in the relaxed setting of their home.  

We thank all of our volunteer teachers who contribute to the program. We have had 

some very positive feedback from the families since setting up the program. 

 

We would like to acknowledge and thank 2 of our great supporters. 

Anne Turpin and Bronwyn Kellett who coordinate the Xavier Social Justice Network 

have worked diligently to promote our Family Support Through Teaching English program to the Xavier College 

community. 

Anne and Bronwyn have been able to encourage many volunteers to contact us for further information and to then 

join us in this important work. 

Many of you will know Anne and Bronwyn as well have been involved with your journey into volunteering with 

us.” 

 

Other free or low cost options for asylum seekers to learn English.  

The ASRC has developed a website of options across Melbourne and this has been launched by NASAVic. 

Visit the website www.refugeecouncil.org.au/seekenglish 

Choose the correct geographical area ( North, East, South East, West, City, Dandenong 

Contact the organisation to confirm details and eligibility 

Take up the opportunity to enhance language skills. 

http://trybooking.com/
https://trybooking.com/Embed.aspx?eid=211216
https://trybooking.com/Embed.aspx?eid=211216
http://www.rilc.org.au
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/seekenglish
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Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

Another 

timely and 

beautiful 

donation was 

from Kathy 

Tindal at 

Mordialloc 

Parish Justice Action Committee. She 

presented us with her exquisite hand 

knitted teddies. and baby rug and wraps.  

BASP is supporting a number of new 

mums and about-to-be mums so these 

have been greatly appreciated.  

Clonard College, Geelong celebrated refugee week from 23-27 May. To 

conclude this week students and staff gave up their own lunchtime to put 

themselves in a 'detention' as a peaceful protest against keeping asylum 

seekers locked up in detention centres. We also put together our 'links not 

chains'. All members of Clonard had the opportunity to make a paper link 

with a message of support for people in detention. These links were joined 

together to create a long paper chain.  # linksnotchains  is about creating 

links of community, welcome and support....not chains of isolation. 

SCHOOL CONNECTIONS 

The Justice and Democracy (J&D) group of students at Kilbreda College in Mentone met 

Bishop Vincent Long, a refugee himself.  J&D is in all Kildare Ministries schools.  Each 

J&D group works to identify situations and structures that contribute to injustice.  They 

then work to develop informed opinions on social justice issues.  And each group has a 

program to take action to address at least some major issue.   

A significant act of kindness was from Mark Northeast and the 

Williamstown parish. They donated and registered a car to a family 

recently released from MITA into Community Detention. They were 

on Nauru with their 2 children for 2 years before being sent to MITA 

in Broadmeadows, for the wife/mother to receive treatment. They 

were released into a house into a new 

development outer suburb, with very poor 

access to shops, schools, public transport. So. 

this offer of a car could not have been more 

welcome and it has provided this family the 

opportunity to be and feel independent again 

and to explore our community. 

Support from the Camberwell and Greythorn Catholic parishes 
A young couple approached BASP earlier in the year seeking help with accommodation, as the 3 bedroom house in 

which they lived had 13 people living there and they could no longer pay the $150 per week being requested. BASP 

was able to arrange 3 month accommodation in a transition cottage with the South Yarra parish while assisting them 

access income support and seek longer term accommodation. The Greythorn parish decided to assist a family with 

housing and BASP recommended this couple. A very suitable unit in Box Hill was found and they were able to set-

tle into this for a few weeks before their baby was born. When the birth became imminent, they called Robert, the 

parish contact at 1am. He had them at the hospital in 30 minutes and young Damien was born an hour later! They 

feel so welcome and supported by the parish. 

 

The Camberwell parish has also continued its support for asylum seekers through housing. They have supported one 

family for several years, who are now established and able to meet their own housing needs. The parish then leased 

a flat for 2 sisters from Afghanistan who could not manage to pay for private rental on their own. This is a generous 

opportunity to help them understand and plan for the realities of community living, rental and expenses, while being 

assisted in the interim. 
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We have been so heartened by the support we have received  over the past couple of 

months.  The needs of people seem to be increasing.  Some days we have three or four 

requests for housing.  We get others asking for assistance with bills .  We can help with 

many of these because of the support we get from the community. 

 

When we tell people who are often reluctant to accept help even though they are really in need that we have 

friends who give us money and other things to help them, they always look relieved that such help exists.  It also 

helps to reassure them that a lot of people in the community feel kindly towards them.  This is very important 

because what they hear from the media is fairly frequently negative.   

 

Interestingly, just before the election a poll of more than 1,400 people commissioned by The Australia 

Institute found 63% of respondents oppose the bipartisan policy that asylum seekers who arrive in Australia by 

boat should never be allowed to settle in the country, instead saying those found to have a valid claim for 

protection should be brought to Australia.  If we can all help to increase this percentage by talking to others, we 

are helping to bring change. 

 

 

 

  Brigid Arthur          Libby Saunders   

      (BASP Coordinators)      

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

We have been very short of food and household goods.  Some things are much more in 

demand than others 

 

Staples are: Sugar , flour , tinned tomatoes, tins of fruit, Tuna (plain), Long life milk, tea 

and coffee, cheese, biscuits, honey, noodles.   

 

Basmati rice as well as dried lentils, burghal and chick peas (in preference to those in tins) are especially 

welcome.   

 

Washing powder, cleaning products, toilet paper and tooth paste 

 

Cooking oil is always welcome. 

 

Quite a number of families have small children, so disposable nappies and wipes are an ongoing need.   We could 

do with some extra blankets or doonas 

 

Something Special 

A voucher for Coles, Big W, Kmart or similar stores allows individuals and families the independence to buy 

something they really want and need.  

We have an ample supply of tinned soup and beetroot so no more needed at this point. 

Good quality blankets and doonas with covers would be most acceptable.   


