
 

  

The Project aims to: 

 provide hospitality and practical support for asylum seekers 

 actively network with like-minded individuals and groups who are 

working for justice for asylum seekers 

 promote advocacy for the rights of asylum seekers 

 raise awareness of asylum seeker issues and concerns through a range of 

activities 

I was a stranger and you made 

me welcome ... 
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54 Beaconsfield Pde, Albert Park  3206 

Ph: 96962107;  bssc@cyberspace.net.au 

STRENGTH AND KINDNESS 

Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project (BASP) 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

Let them stay .. And bring those off-shore to Australia  

Two men pass each other in the corridors of the Federal Parliament.   It’s one of those rare times when neither is 

accompanied by an entourage, so they suddenly halt for a moment.  Malcolm opens with: “How are things Bill?”  Both 

men heave a big sigh and a groan.  ‘It’s a tough game we’re in.’ 

Bill: “Sometimes I’d really prefer to be home with Chloe and the kids.” 

Malcolm: ‘You don’t have to deal with all these photos of asylum seeker kids and then all the tales that we’re hearing 

about Nauru and the whole shemozzle.’ 

Bill: ‘Wait on! Don’t forget that we are still standing by you on that one. To be honest with you, we just can’t think of 

a different line without losing face.  All those stories about Nauru and Manus and Christmas Island.  And the noise 

those activists are making.  They’ve even got grandmothers and churches getting voluble.’ 

Malcolm: ‘It really is beginning to look bad for both of us isn’t it?  Actually I was pretty uncomfortable during the 

prayer the other day when we were saying: ‘Forgive us as we forgive others’ and then singing ‘We’ve boundless plains 

to share!’ ...”   

Bill clears his throat and responds: “As a matter of fact, with Daniel Andrews and some of my own team starting to 

talk about cruelty and so on … Can you suggest some way we could make a move?” 

 Malcolm: ‘We haven’t got much hope of closing down all the Border Protection stuff, but I wonder if we could sneak 

in some different approaches.’     

Bill:  ‘What’s a line that could work for both of us?   Maybe we say we will talk with Malaysia and Indonesia and 

UNHRC and do processing of those en route who want to come to Australia close to the places they are coming from. 

We could have a one-off program and bring in the ones in limbo in 

Indonesia. Then we could say say we can afford to settle those in Nauru 

and Manus here.  It’s not many and would cost us less—it’s hard to 

sustain the money we’re using now.  

Malcolm: ‘Then we won’t need to worry about those here – obviously 

they would stay.’ 

Bill: ‘What’s another big issue we could use as a distraction while we 

carried it through?  Could we make a deal for secrecy with all those 

activists?  We’ll do this if you will shut up!!  A real bipartisan approach.’ 

Malcolm: ‘Could we pull it off?   It would let us both off the hook and 

even the Greens would agree!!  Let’s ramp up the tax debate!’    

We can only hope! 
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Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

The significance of Palm Sunday—whether we are Christians or not—could be:   

Jesus was feted by the ordinary people as he rode humbly on a donkey (not a charger) into Jerusalem.  He refused to 

hide in fear even though staying public got him killed in the next short while. The authorities were not going to risk a 

change in the order of things because of the revolutionary ideas that all people should be treated with love and 

compassion and all are equal in dignity.  So on Palm Sunday things were coming to a head.  

Jesus had been misunderstood by almost everybody he met: his family, the apostles, the government, even the 

religious leaders of the time. 

Some wanted him to be a miracle man; others wanted him to be a military man; almost nobody wanted him to be 

working consistently towards a new world where all were valued.   

His closest followers wanted a bit of prudence in his behaviour..  

“Don’t go up to Jerusalem,” Peter himself begged him.  

Don’t go where you’ll draw attention to yourself and get us all in trouble. 

It does sound a bit familiar.  Can’t you understand that it might look good to accept refugees—but who knows where 

it will end?  You wouldn’t risk actually protecting them would you? Just be rational! 

 

So is Palm Sunday about staying true to what we believe—and ultimately believing, as Jesus did, that there should 

be no outsiders— all people are equal?  
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What happened to Mirna’s Family? 

 

Family Support Through Teaching English needs your help 

Mirna, (not her real name), her husband and young son arrived here two years ago. They had suffered badly from 

the trauma that they had experienced fleeing their country. 

 

 After spending time in the detention centres they were released into the community to find their own 

accommodation, furniture, general household goods, clothing and the other necessities of normal life. 

We paired them up with two of our generous volunteers who helped them at first with English conversation. Then 

gradually began to assist with all sorts of information that the family requested help with.  

So lessons were given in how to fill out forms, how to talk to their doctor, how to be careful with electricity bills. 

how to find cheaper shops for food and a million and one small things that helped the family begin to feel more at 

home in Australia. 

 

Mirna’s depression gradually lifted ……    Someone cared about them.   Her husband got a job. The little boy 

settled into school and the family had another baby. Mirna developed a small network of friends for herself. 

The volunteer teachers now feel that Mirna’s family no longer need the basic support.  However because they have 

become friends they will continue to stay in touch with the family on a more ad hoc basis. 

The volunteers have offered to support another family as they have experienced firsthand the benefit a family can 

receive through family support and the rewards that that can bring. 

 

We would like to repeat Mirna’s Story in the Western Suburbs 

 

Mirna and her family and others like her in the North and Southeast are among our many success stories. 

We are however struggling to provide this service in area around Sunshine and St Albans. We have fifteen families 

just like Mirna’s and we need some warm generous people to assist them in a similar way. 

If you have some time you would like to give, an hour or so a week would make the world of difference to one of 

our patiently waiting families.  

 Please contact Sue Wood or Phillip Steele if you would like to know more. 

Sue Wood       EMAIL: wood572@hotmail.com   

                         PHONE: 9534 6366 

Phillip Steele   EMAIL: phillipsteele1@gmail.com  

                          PHONE: 95050950    Mobile 0419311582 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

The newsletter usually includes an invitation to the 

BASP information night. 

 

We are waiting on a confirmation of our speaker to set 

a date in March if possible.   

We will email you with a date with the details as soon 

as we can. 

 

We do not have email addresses of all those who 

regularly attend, so if you can send us an email address (with the subject Information night) it would be great. 

 

Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project 
 

Discussion Night 1 - 2016 

 

mailto:wood572@hotmail.com
mailto:phillipsteele1@gmail.com
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Go Jess! 

Jessica Hackett is a young teacher who is walking to Canberra to present a petition to Parliament .  Jess teaches at 

Killester College, Springvale in Melbourne.  BASP is very proud to be auspicing this ‘long walk’. 

The petition asks Parliament to 

 increase the number of refugees to be accepted for resettlement 

 Abolish closed detention centres and resettle those living there in Australia. As an 

alternative, establish reception centres on the mainland to allow us to provide support 

to the most vulnerable 

 Process people in a timely and humane way no matter how they arrive and ensure 

there is a fair and adequate appeal system 

 Treat every refugee as you would want a citizen of Australia to be treated if they were 

in the same situation 

 

Jess is planning to be in Canberra on February 23rd to present her petition.   

35 days to walk the 710kms. She left from the State Library (Swanston St, Melbourne) on 

the 16th Jan at 2pm. The official arrival date into Canberra is Tuesday 23rd February. 

As we write this Jess is past Tumut.  Along the way she has received amazing welcomes, has done a lot of media 

stops and is generally raising a lot of interest in the situation of those seeking 

protection in Australia.   Country people have lived up to their reputation for 

hospitality. 

“Just generous, organic hospitality, it's just wonderful, I've been looked after so 

well,” Jess said. “I was shivering outside a little shop because I forgot my rain jacket 

for the day and a lady came out of the shop and said, 'Oh 

love, would you like a hot chocolate?'.  From what I've 

learnt along this trek, every little thing counts, every 

signature, every letter .... all of them add up and they show 

that we care.  Even if it just helps one person to feel that 

they are welcome and loved, that's a good thing anyway.” 

 

Another ex-Killester student, Louise Harmes is walking with Jess for a couple of days 

next week.  How good is that! 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

On the way 

Some of Jess’s students are there 

to farewell her 

Russell Broadbent MP has 

given amazing assistance—

as he has to BASP in the past 

Our thoughts are with our loved Catherine who died last year on 12th March.  Catherine is to be 

inducted into the 2016 Victorian Honour Roll of Women. The ceremony is on Monday 7th 

March.    Part of the citation reads  

 

A gifted educator, throughout her career Catherine made an outstanding contribution to 

secondary students and trainee teachers in Brigidine Colleges, but was also driven by her 

desire to make a real difference in the lives of those who were marginalised. Catherine was 

a passionate advocate for asylum seekers and refugees, and wanted to ensure that every student, 

regardless of their cultural background, had every opportunity to succeed. Her commitment to the 

resettlement of asylum seeker and refugee families led her to co-found the Brigidine Asylum Seekers 

Project in Albert Park, Melbourne. 

 

Catherine would have had a wry smile about this—but we are happy that her dedication and persistence in working 

for the acceptance of all people, especially the most vulnerable, is recognised in this way.   
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A letter written by a BASP supporter         February 2016 

 

Dear Mr Turnbull, 

 

I was deeply shocked but not surprised to learn of the High Court’s decision today re the situation of asylum seek-

ers who have been receiving medical treatment in Australia and who are now on the brink of returning to the “hell” 

which spells nothing but horror for them. 

 

I have no doubt that the legality of the horrid legislation is without question, however the IMMORALITY of the 

legislation is, to my mind, likewise without question.   In listening to your argument in the parliament today I un-

derstand that you seem to believe that no matter what the issue, “the end justifies the means”!   In this case you are 

actually saying “We will continue to punish all these people, including many innocent children on Manus Island 

and on Nauru in order to ‘stop the boats’ and ‘stop the people smugglers!!”  As if there were no other possibility to 

attain that end.  And even if there were none  I ask you , “Where is the morality in such a stance?”   Even if you 

fiddle with the legislation to the degree to make it legal! 

 

I do believe that you do not see this legislation as moral, however, it seems to me that you are not able to withstand 

the opposition of the majority of parliamentarians of both of the major parties.  It seems to me that you see your 

hold on the prime ministership as of more importance to you than attempting to use your natural gifts of persuasion 

and rhetoric  to lead the Australian population of this country to look rather to the situation of these asylum seekers 

and at their extreme need for immense compassion. 

 

I repeat that I believe that in this present situation THE END DOES NOT JUSTIFY THE MEANS.   Please do not 

continue to deal with the present difficulty by using the PEOPLE SMUGGLER THREAT as the pertinent  prob-

lem.   Use all of your ingenuity and power to work with other countries in order to end the activities of people 

smugglers.    

 

I PLEAD WITH YOU FOR A CHANGE OF HEART!! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Margaret Cassidy 

48 Broadway St  

Cobram   Vic 3644 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

Claim:  It is often claimed that Australia is among—or indeed the top—country in the world in terms of ac-

cepting refugees. 

The fact is that Australia takes only a small number  of refugees in compar ison to what it is capable of and is 

far from doing its share, while the world deals with the largest global refugee crisis since the Second World War. 

It is true that Australia is ranked first per capita in terms of processing refugees through the UNHCR resettlement 

scheme.  Only three major countries are involved in this scheme. And this particular pool of migrants, accounts for 

less than 1 per cent of the world’s refugees.  

In reality, Australia ends up 28th per capita when it comes to taking in refugees.  
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Accommodation 

 

Affordable, habitable accommodation continues to be an urgent request for people seeking asylum and awaiting 

their visa outcomes. 

 

The Columban Mission, based in Essendon, has made 2 houses available and these 

have been very quickly occupied! One provides housing for 5 single men, some 

with income support and some without. The other has a couple and their new baby 

living there after nearly 3 years in detention.  The welcome by the priests and those 

in the office has been warm and these people are greatly appreciative of having a 

home in such pleasant surroundings. 

 

The housing made possible through the fundraising efforts of Robert Allanadale continue to provide emergency 

accommodation.  One of these houses was vacated at Christmas as the family who had lived there had been able to 

secure work and a rental property themselves, after having the support of this place for 6 months.  We were 

relieved to have the space when 2 urgent requests were received early new year. Once was for an Ethiopian 

academic seeking asylum and with no income. He moved in for several weeks before being introduced to a retired 

couple offering a room in their home.  Another man was also accommodated there following his work rights being 

withdrawn and receiving no income support while his application is considered.  We are currently in the throes of 

supporting another man to leave the detention centre, because we have this house and can give the Immigration 

Department a definite address. 

 

Other welcome offers have come from Church and community members.  

 

One woman has offered her rental property for the cost of the mortgage repayments only. This will enable a couple 

to move from their current rental property and live within their means. The husband has a serious illness and the 

cost of multiple hospital and medical procedures has thrown them into debt. 

 

The Mitcham parish made a house available for 3 months which has given a mother and child plus a single woman 

some breathing space to find affordable alternative accommodation. 

 

Finally a woman in Blackburn has a couple recently released from detention living in 

her house, sharing general living space and having 2 rooms to themselves. 

 

What a difference these offers make to the lives of those who are the beneficiaries. 

Thank you.  Most people we help have been in immigration detention—some for a 

long time.  We picture here the gates of the detention centre at Broadmeadows (the rest of the surrounds is a 4metre 

high fence) so an ordinary house with some familial feeling is very welcome. 

The isolation of it all 

One of the mothers who has recently been released from detention confided, “I had a very happy day recently 

because we contacted the pastor of our church—we knew his friend in Malaysia.  He has welcomed us to the 

church and is going to come and pick us up each Sunday.  I couldn’t get in touch with him while we were in 

detention—I was too ashamed.”   

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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A Mother’s testament 

 

I dreamed of feeling like a normal mother. After being in a relationship with the amazing man that I have loved for 

13 years, I wanted to have his child. Eight years after the bitter experience of losing my first child, I wanted  to be 

able to taste the sweetness of being a mother again. 

Yes, after losing my first child. It's true, I come from a country in which taking pleasure in anything or asking for 

your basic human rights is not tolerated. Because of the laws in that country, I was forced to abort my first baby. I 

fled  because of the inhumane laws that are enforced there in the name of religion. I fled my country to come here 

where people are not just alive but they are actually living and entitled to make choices. Once here, I wanted to put 

all those bad memories behind me and finally enjoy motherhood. 

I knew it wouldn't be easy to be expecting a baby in a place where you live in a tent that is shared with reptiles, 

rats, crabs and cockroaches. I knew I would suffer being pregnant on a land that is covered with hot gravel, in a 

climate where even healthy people struggle breathing because of phosphate dust, or simply walking due to the 

intense heat and the exhaustion that detention causes. 

I knew it wouldn't be easy to carry my baby and keep him safe, when every day you only have a few minutes to 

shower and you have to use overcrowded public toilets that are cleaned only once a week and are constantly filthy, 

but ... 

I had hope and I was determined. And we made it through the pregnancy as a family, despite all the hardships that 

we went through. After giving birth in a hospital in Darwin, I was forced to sign a document in which I confirmed 

that my new-born son was also a detainee just like his parents. And with that document, I detained my baby with 

my own hands. With my own arms, I carried him back to the detention centre. 

No matter how hard I try, though, I still can't figure out why he must be detained. Has he committed a crime 

already, with his tiny hands? Has he broken any of the rules? And how is it that he is referred to by a "boat 

number" already, even though he has never been on a boat? 

I stare at him and wonder if he will feel my fear when the officers break into the room, dragging me from my bed, 

pulling me outside, handcuffing my husband, dragging me on the floor to take me back to Nauru. 

Does my little baby feel it every time I wake up, fearful, in the middle of the night and gaze at the door, expecting 

the officers to pour in at any moment? I think he does. And if he does, what if he panics in fear when that day 

comes, and his little heart stops beating all of a sudden? 

I'm sure he has many questions to ask, questions to which I have no answers. What am I supposed to tell him if he 

asks me why I am always sad and teary, in spite of the fact that having a baby should bring joy and happiness to 

every mother? If he asks me why, when I look at his little face, my heart breaks 

instead of being full of joy? How can I explain to him that his mum and dad 

committed no crime, but already have been detained for more than two years? 

And now, because of stress and depression, my breast milk has stopped. No longer 

can I feed my baby son with my own milk. 

I feel guilty every day, and I can't help but think how he is going to judge me for all 

the pain I have caused him to experience, simply by giving him life. All I want him 

to do is to forgive me for what I have done. 

I just wanted the freedom to enjoy being a mother, and I had hope that 

Australia  could give me that. Instead I have brought him into a life of suffering and 

uncertainty. My son, when you grow up and read this someday, I hope you will 

forgive me. 

The author is a mother in detention on Nauru who was brought to Australia to 

give birth. She wishes to remain anonymous.  

Artist (Cathy Moon) urges eve-

ryone to use this very telling 

image. 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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Brigidine Sisters offer sanctuary to asylum seekers 

 Along with a lot of churches, the Brigidine Sisters and the Josephite Sisters have offered to be places of sanctuary 

for asylum seekers who are facing deportation to Nauru or Manus Island.  St Vincent's Health Australia and Calvary 

Health Care have offered to provide medical support to any of the 267 asylum seekers facing imminent transfer to 

Nauru and are encouraging other hospital groups to do the same. 

 

Sanctuary is a religious concept similar to asylum and dates back to the Old 

Testament.  The English word sanctuary is usually defined as a place that is set 

apart as a refuge from danger or hardship.  Historically, many places of worship 

have been places of sanctuary.  In the Middle Ages people could go to a church to 

claim sanctuary and safety from persecution usually by authorities.   

 

The right to sanctuary is not recognised under common law in Australia.   

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

“#LetThemStay”.  

The Sanctuary movement described above is actually part of a strategic and broader campaign called Let Them 

Stay.  This mantra of Let them stay has captured at least some in the community and there are many examples of 

people being very creative with this message. 

 

 The picture opposite enthused many who travelled to work:  two 

climbers suspended themselves from the Yarra Bend bridge above the 

Eastern Freeway and unfurled a banner reading “#LetThemStay”. They 

were peacefully protesting against the forced deportation of 267 

refugees to Nauru, including 37 babies and 54 children.  

  

Many work places (and individuals) sent photos with the same message to a site where they were all collated and 

sent to the Government.  

 

The scene opposite is from the action 

and prayer service at St Patricks 

Cathedral on the 16th February.  Nearly 

400 people gathered at very short notice 

to again plead “Let them stay”.   

Continuing to introduce those on the BASP Council 

Lorna Hannan is a grandmother who has lived in inner Melbourne for fifty or so years and was a councillor of the 

City of Melbourne for two terms. As a teacher, her work was concentrated on social justice 

issues and on teaching English to people for whom it was a new language. This experience 

gave her an understanding of some of the key issues that underlie the condition of refugees 

seeking to resettle outside their homeland. She was a foundation member of the Brigidine 

Asylum Seeker Project. 
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Is it true that off-shore detention is needed to ‘save people from drowning’? 

 Or is it that we need drowning at sea to give us the moral grounds for our harsh policies? 

 

Some of the factors that we believe are pertinent to these questions are: 

1. It is possible to save lives at sea if we put our minds to it.  We can put rescue boats close to Indonesia 

instead of  waiting for fishing boats to try to make it to Ashmore Reef or Christmas Island and face 

possibility of people drowning.  Italy has done that.  All questions of cost need to be put in the context of the 

billions we currently spend on detention. 

2. With the agreement of Indonesia, we could set up processing places to determine the refugee status of those 

who are trying to make their way to Australia via Indonesia and Malaysia—and are stuck (or trying to come 

by boat and are being turned back by Australian Border Force). Many of these have already been found to 

be refugees by UNHCR.  We could then bring those found to be refugees to Australia for resettlement.   

3. The point of harsh detention is to dissuade others still in Malaysia or Indonesia (or in another country 

wanting to escape torture) not to come here.  It is to influence those who have not left yet to decide not to 

come.   

4. If  detention is actually going to work as a deterrence we have to make it worse than the possibility of 

drowning at sea and worse than the persecution that people are fleeing from, and this has resulted in what is 

technically called ‘administrative detention’ into places that are worse than prisons.   

5. The argument is that in the Gillard/Rudd times an overwhelming number of people arrived by boat because 

Australia did not have sufficiently harsh deterrence measures.  50,000 came.  Over the 7 years when Labor 

was in power 1.2 million people came as migrants.   

6. If people don’t come here their problems don’t disappear  - those who are prevented from trying to get here 

are likely to be fleeing towards Europe where many have drowned—in the Mediterranean or elsewhere - or 

they remain at risk in their own countries.  So our policies can hardly be called a humane response by saving 

lives at sea. 

7. Most who come by boat are genuine refugees. Even with our stringent processing 90% are found to be 

refugees.  So 9 in every 10 on Manus and Nauru are presumably genuine refugees.  Realistically, if they had 

little to fear in the country they fled from they would return—instead of living in limbo in awful 

circumstances. 

 

In all, it seems strange that our decision makers are so very concerned about these vulnerable people who may 

drown at sea—that if they happen not to drown we will detain them out of sight forever!   

And in doing so, we have become inured to the evil of locking up innocent people, including children, 

indefinitely. 

 

What about people smugglers? 

Successive Australian governments have tried to blame a “people smugglers’ business model”– as if it was people 

smuggling that was driving asylum seekers to seek protection in Australia, talking of “a sophisticated million-

dollar product” marketed by smugglers. But the fact is that unauthorised travel to Australia is driven by the needs 

of people fleeing persecution in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and other places where they were being 

persecuted.  And without unauthorised travel agents (people smugglers), asylum seekers can’t get to Australia. 

 

The only humane policy to stop the people smuggling business is to provide an alternative way for people to make 

an application for refuge in this country.  That gets us back to processing applications close to the source of the 

refugee movement.  With cooperation of the countries concerned and UNHCR that is surely possible. 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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A story of hope 

Thanks to the generosity of a family, a young Iranian 

doctor has a new start in Australia. A visitor to the 

Broadmeadows Detention Centre  met Azin in detention.  

Azin was hoping to pass the Medical Board exams that 

would enable her to use her qualifications in Australia, so 

this very generous family paid for the books she needed to 

study for the exam. Late last year we received the fantastic 

news she sat and passed her exam - and the offer of work!  

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

New shoes 

A mother said to us ‘She was so 

excited because she has new shoes 

to go to school.’  This was because BASP was able 

to give the financial assistance to get books and 

uniform for this young girl going into Year 7.  The 

costs of these at virtually all schools appear to be 

very high—and beyond the capacity of families on 

the limited incomes they receive while waiting for 

their applications for protection to be processed 

 

It is great to think we can assist—and that some 

little kids can feel good about new shoes.  Surely 

children (born in Australia or not) deserve to feel 

part of the community and have these basic items. 

Job Opportunities   

 Marian Steele volunteers at BASP each week to assist people with resumes and possibilities for work. We have 

been delighted that a number of people have been able to secure work either directly or indirectly through BASP. 

These have been jobs in labouring, factories, gardening and hospitality, pharmacy technician and courier work. 

  

People seeking asylum don’t have the usual networks to call on when seeking work, so if any reader has any 

connections please let us know.   We have a number of delightful people who are quite work ready, would be 

absolutely reliable and with a variety of skills. 

  

One of Marian's initiatives was successfully applying for funding from the Brockhoff Foundation, receiving a grant 

of $5,470. 

 This grant will enable BASP to fund: 

· Twelve ‘white cards’, vital training which is essential to work in the construction industry 

· Ten fork lift driver’s licenses usually required for factory work 

· Ten conversions of International to Victorian driver’s licenses 

This training will help our asylum seekers gain employment – so important for increasing self esteem.  

and increasing integration into the community. 

It is not widely known that … 

There are quite a large number of people seeking refugee 

status (mainly men) who have no work rights, no Centrelink 

payments and no Medicare.  These individuals have been in 

this country for years—have lodged application after 

application in various legal and administrative forums.  They 

have been rejected over and over—in most instances not 

because of the merits of their cases  but because of the 

particular interviewers, or the time and group they arrived 

in—or because of government changes to the rules.  Without 

the support of friends or groups like BASP they would be 

homeless or starve.  The thing that is most excruciating is 

that, almost always, they are not very concerned about their 

own welfare but desperate about that of their families who 

are still in Afghanistan or Pakistan or Somalia or … “What 

will happen to my kids now I can’t send them money ..”  

 

 

A testament to a delivery 

man 

Below is the address of Aria's 

business.  He is keen for work and would love you 

to share this around. He employs recently released 

friends and does brilliant work.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/All-Suburbs-
RemovalistPick-up-Deliveries-

https://www.facebook.com/All-Suburbs-RemovalistPick-up-Deliveries-1240847229262424/
https://www.facebook.com/All-Suburbs-RemovalistPick-up-Deliveries-1240847229262424/
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Good News 

 

 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

Excursions from detention 

 

There was quite a bit of unexpected publicity about the cessation of permission to take people out for an 

excursion from the detention centre.  This happened when the immigration department became the Department of 

Immigration and Border Force in the middle of last year.  Conditions in the centres have become much harsher 

since then.  

 

Serco, the organisation that administers the centres, organise a few excursions but they are not actually enjoyed 

much by our friends in detention.  In Maribyrnong, an excursion means the Serco officers driving somewhere 

such as the beach, cruising along for a while, not getting out of the bus, and then driving back to the centre again.  

And only those who are offered an excursion can go. In Broadmeadows it means going somewhere such as a 

park, sitting under a tree and then after half an hour going back to the centre.  Only two or three people go at a 

time, so it is not really very enjoyable!  Discussions with Border Force people have resulted in some better (more 

enjoyable) excursions so we are pleased about that. 

 

We have been able to negotiate some more interesting outings for the children and this is happening gradually.  

Maybe we will be again allowed to take adults out for a cup of coffee or something somewhat more enjoyable.  

We will have to take Serco officers with us.  That part is non-negotiable.  We regret this because one aspect of 

relaxation for people is to have time away from constant surveillance.   However, what is the saying?  Nothing is 

simple! 

After the New Year break, we had a call from a couple offering their holiday bungalow at the seaside to a family 

who may like a holiday. What a wonderful offer this was! When we suggested a family of 8, the couple hardly 

missed a beat and said yes they could manage this. So the family had their first ever seaside holiday for a week 

in mid January. The feedback from the guests was glowing " It was sooo good.. we had fun and enjoyed our 

time... Everything was perfect.. 

Antonia and James showed us everything first day and we did shopping. We liked the house it was comfortable.. 

lots of walking on the beach and enjoy the sunrise and the sunset.. we didn't have any difficulties at all. Thank 

you for that chance." 

Christmas Generosity 

As in previous years, BASP was delighted by the generosity of its supporters to make Christ-

mas a bit special for those with whom we work. 

We had a wealth of donations of  food and toys which meant we were able to deliver over 70 

hampers to individuals and families in the community. This is a huge task, overseen by volun-

teer Noelle, who was aided by Jackie and Christine. 

We then had a number of drivers who delivered these to far flung parts of Melbourne. Thank 

you to all concerned.   

The Annual Christmas Party at the Convent for supporters and some asylum seekers was also 

a huge success, as was the Christmas lunch provided by BASP and Geraldine Moore and her 

helpers at MITA- the Broadmeadows Detention Centre. 

Adenyi and Judy 

Dixon, a BASP 

volunteer 
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We had an amazing response over the Christmas time.  Many people donated time, 

money and many gifts for hampers.  We welcome and thank you for donations of 

all kinds; and we are then all part of assisting people. 

 

The last few weeks have been a roller coaster ride for all of us.  We continue to have many requests for 

help—from many who have been released from detention into the community, from people still in detention 

and sometimes that is from places like Yongah Hill (in WA) or Christmas Island or BITA (Brisbane 

Immigration Detention).  We try to respond as best we can—sometimes we are able to get help from other 

organisations, sometimes we can at least partially help ourselves.   

 

Advocacy to change things seems more needed than ever—maybe the mood of the Australian community is 

shifting and we will be able to spend more time actually assisting those simply seeking protection and not so 

much on fighting the authorities! 

 

              

 

   

  Brigid Arthur          Libby Saunders   

       (BASP Coordinators)      

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

Thanks for the regular contributions of food—we 

have regular donations that come in every week or 

two. 

Some food and household goods are much more in 

demand than others 

Staples are: Sugar , Tinned tomatoes, Tuna (plain), 

Long life milk, tea and coffee 

Basmati rice as well as dried lentils, burghal and chick peas (in 

preference to those in tins) are especially welcome.  We usually run out 

of cooking oil.  

 

Washing powder, cleaning products, toilet paper and tooth paste 

 

Snacks for school lunches e.g. sultana packs, dr ied fruits are good. 

 

Quite a number of families have small children, so disposable nappies 

and wipes are an ongoing need.  

 

Something Special 

A voucher for Coles, Big W, Kmart or similar stores allows individuals 

and families the independence to buy something they really want and 

need.  

We have an ample supply of tinned soup and beetroot. 

There is a group of young 

singers called Scattered People 

who are singing for asylum 

seekers.  Some might like to 

access this site 
http://www.scatteredpeople.com/  

http://www.scatteredpeople.com/

