
 

  

The Project aims to: 

 provide hospitality and practical support for asylum seekers 

 actively network with like-minded individuals and groups who are 

working for justice for asylum seekers 

 promote advocacy for the rights of asylum seekers 

 raise awareness of asylum seeker issues and concerns through a range of 

activities 

I was a stranger and you made 

me welcome ... 
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54 Beaconsfield Pde, Albert Park  3206 

Ph: 96962107;  bssc@cyberspace.net.au 

STRENGTH AND KINDNESS 

Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project (BASP) 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

Freedom to move—a right we have as human beings? 

 

As Australians we would probably all agree that freedom to move is one of our unassailable rights.  We move for life 

style choices, for jobs, for a new experience, for the well-being of our family. We go to places within our own state, 

interstate and increasingly often, to another country.  We prize this right—even though home is usually where we 

return, to our roots, or where those we love live.   

The global reality is that many people around the world have to move for reasons that are not so allied to ensuring new 

and exciting experiences.  When we look at the trouble spots of the world, it is not hard to know why there is the 

largest number of people on the move since the end of World War II.  We are told that there is an estimated 51 million 

people who are in a variety of displaced situations.  Many are still in their own country, others over the border in a 

neighbouring country and others have ventured looking for sanctuary a long way from home.   

 

Recent years have witnessed a series of particularly violent armed conflicts, most notably in countries such as the 

Central African Republic, Iraq, South Sudan, Syria and Ukraine. Longstanding crises in states such as Afghanistan, the 

Democratic Republic of Congo and Somalia have gone unresolved, preventing the repatriation of existing refugee 

populations and provoking new waves of displacement. Despite earlier hopes that the country would embark upon a 

process of democratisation, Myanmar continues to persecute its Rohingyan minority. And after a decade of relative 

peace in Burundi, political violence and instability have triggered a new refugee exodus.  

 

80% of those who have had to leave their homes are being cared for in developing countries. So countries such as 

Pakistan, Iran, Lebanon, Jordan are accepting 

millions of refugees.  (And Greece is said to be 

accepting thousands of refugees each day).   

 

Australia is now known around the world as a 

country that has closed its borders totally to all 

these people.  The language of ‘illegal boat 

arrivals’ reinforces the idea that those seeking 

refuge have no right to move.   So is freedom to 

move a right or for all—or just for the privileged 

few? 
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Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

How do we get Nauru and Manus Island recognised as tragedies unfolding before 

our eyes? 

N. and Z. and F. are women in and out of hospital, totally traumatised by their experience on Nauru and petrified 

they will have to return there.  We would like to write more about them but we too are frightened lest we do 

anything to make their situation even more precarious.  We have men saying to us ‘I can’t remember anything’, 

babies who are not able to smile, no doubt because they were born in detention and have parents who are so 

demoralised and ill. 

 

We often struggle with the idea that many in the community are really tired of tragic stories about asylum seekers.  

It is, however, hard to make a good news story about Nauru!  Or indeed many other aspects of life for asylum 

seekers.   

 

We are told that Australians overwhelmingly, 65 per cent in total, believe that stronger measures should be taken 

to 'exclude illegal immigrants'; this tells us that the demonization of asylum seekers coming to Australia by boat 

has succeeded. It follows that, if we treat these people even more harshly, the majority of Australians will still 

approve. What have we learnt from Germany in the 1930s?  We believe that much of the antipathy towards 

asylum seekers comes from the way they are depicted by our leaders.  A sad indictment! 

Data Collection Program 

A small group of BASP volunteers have been working with Brigid and Libby to pilot the documentation needed to 

help the No Advantage group of asylum seekers prepare for the time they will be asked to make a claim for 

protection 

 

The Department of Immigration and Border Protection (DIBP) has introduced a new process for considering 

applications for asylum from the group who came here by boat after August 2012. This is the Fast Track 

Assessment Process. Over the coming months/years, people will be asked by the Department to make an 

application for protection. This will be a long and slow process, as there are about 31,000 people across Australia 

waiting to apply. No-one can say when people will be asked to apply for protection but they will have 28 days to 

submit their application, once notified. 

 

The application involves many biographical questions about family, education, employment, travel and where the 

applicant has lived- all in detail for the past 30 years. It also includes the rationale for their claim, outlining the 

persecution they are fleeing and their grounds for asylum. 

 

While BASP volunteers are not able to assist in the latter, a number are assisting individuals and families in 

preparing the detailed biographical material in readiness for their turn to apply.  The pilot has been completed and 

the original group of volunteers will now be joined by others, including about 30 of the teachers in the Support 

Through English Program, who will work on collecting information and as much corroborating evidence as 

possible. 

A bitter sweet moment   

New babies can’t help but bring cheer to our hearts.  It was a bitter sweet time recently when a day old baby 

Oliver was proudly brought to visit .  Oliver’s parents are a Chinese mother who has been in detention for quite 

some time and a Sri Lankan father who has been in detention for five years.  Oliver is gorgeous—but seeing any 

baby born into detention is extremely sad.   
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Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project 
 

Discussion Night 3 - 2015 
 

Thursday, August 13th 2015 

Contact:    

 

Time: 7.30 – 9.30p.m 

Australia, our region and refugees – working 

for rights across international boundaries  

  

Nic Maclellan works as a journalist in the Pacific Islands, and has 

researched Australia’s offshore detention program in Nauru and Papua New 

Guinea. He is co-author of “A price too high: the cost of Australia's 

approach to asylum seekers” (A Just Australia and Oxfam 

Australia) and “Adrift in the Pacific – The Implications of 

Australia’s Pacific Refugee Solution” (Oxfam).  

Venue:  
St Joseph’s Hall  
 

(beside the bluestone church) 
 

274 Rouse St , Port Melbourne 

I was a stranger and you made me welcome... 

 

We will give an update on the various ways BASP is helping asylum seekers and 

also explore the needs and what further assistance is needed. 
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We have a new BASP Coordinator 

Libby Saunders has been our Volunteer Coordinator since the beginning of 2014, and 

in this capacity she has become known by many associated with BASP.   

 

Libby has now been appointed by the Brigidine Leadership Team as joint Coordinator 

of BASP.  This is an amazing gift to our Project.   

 

Libby trained as a social worker and worked in hospital, community health and disability work before joining 

Silver Circle, a community care organisation, which late became Calvary Silver Circle, part of Little Company of 

Mary Health Care. Over 20 year, she helped build this into a national organisation, providing services to older 

people and those with disabilities from the Tiwi Islands off Darwin, to Hobart. She was CEO for the last 8 years to 

2013. On leaving this work, she was keen to learn more and 'do something' about asylum seekers and the punitive 

policies both major parties were adopting. With this in mind she contacted BASP. 

 

Libby brings to BASP many skills which include energy, enthusiasm, amazing empathy and good humour.   

 

Keeping the books.   

Sr Jude Caldwell is the behind-the-scenes person at BASP who does the bookwork, answers the phones 

when needed and generally supports the program. Jude has taken on some of the tasks formerly done by 

Sr Catherine Kelly, including the acknowledgements of donations. Some donations have been received 

without contact details and this has meant a personal letter of thanks and a receipt have not been sent. 

Please accept our heartfelt thanks for your generosity and please add a contact detail or send an email with 

donations.  We also thank Patrick O’Connor, an accountant, who is giving us a lot of help.   

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

Those of you who have followed BASP for many years, will remember Ananda Dissanayake, a 

Tamil man who died in 2004 while waiting for an answer to his application for protection.  Ananda 

lived at our house in Albert Park during most of his illness.  During this time,  only one family 

member at a time was allowed for a very limited time to come from Sri Lanka to Australia.  His 

youngest son Nalin came first.  He was about ten.  Then his wife Vijitha came but had to return before Ananda 

died.  Mary Barnes, a Brigidine, became good friends of Vijitha.  Recently we had this message from Dulan.   

Hi Sister Brigid 

Thanks a lot for the birthday wishes. My mom is doing fine. We are sad about Sr. Mary.  When did she pass away? 

What happened to her? I passed the message to mom and she was shocked to hear the news. She always used to 

remember all of you and the things you have done for our family. My mom has told us how Sister Mary took her to 

different places, special MCG and the time she spent with all of you. We are really grateful for everything you have 

done for my father and all of us. May Sister Mary rest In Peace.  Good Bless You All. 

Thanks, 

Vijitha, Jagath, Dulan and Nalin (Ananda's Family) 

Boat turnbacks 

So far as we know, 474 people on 16 boats have been turned away since the present government declared that all 

asylum seekers picked up by Australian Authorities at sea would be turned back.   The processing (done at sea) of 

these people has resulted in  only 1 person being assessed as being a refugee. This is in contrast to what happens in 

Australia when people get a fair and proper process; then about 90% of people are found to be 

refugees – something very strange and different happens when people are processed at sea. 
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Can constantly changing policies be immoral? 

 

Let’s start with a real life story.  Abdul came to Australia in 2010.  He was from Afghanistan.  When he arrived on 

a boat numbered 170, Afghani asylum seekers had an over 95% chance of getting a positive response from their 

first assessment (IMA) or after a review (IMR). Then the Labor Government put a freeze on the processing of visa 

applications for Afghanis for six months.  After that time, the positive results dropped to about 30%.  To a large 

extent, this was because reviewers were informed by a Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade assessment of 

February 2001 that many Hasaras were fleeing the country as economic migrants, not genuine refugees, and that 

they were living in a ‘golden age’.  History has shown that this was clearly wrong information and that there was 

indeed no evidence that the underlying factors (both ethnic and sectarian) had dissipated.  So Abdul during this 

time was in limbo (in Scherger Immigration Detention centre which is in far north Queensland – very isolated and 

frightened.)   

 

Abdul, who would have got a Permanent Visa if he had been given a positive verdict within six months after he 

arrived, is still on a Bridging Visa.  In February 2012 the Minister granted him a temporary safe haven visa and a 

bridging visa allowing his release from detention.  

 

In March 2012 the Department of Immigration and Citizenship completed an International Treaties Obligations 

Assessment (ITOA) for Abdul and many more like him, and found that if he were removed to Afghanistan, 

Australia would not be in breach of its non-refoulement obligations under the Convention Against Torture (CAT) 

and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).   

 

So, in August 2012, he was re-detained and received a notice from the Department that he was to be removed from 

Australia.  After some months, he was again released.  In March 2013, the High Court ruled that, in a case almost 

identical to Abdul’s, the ITOA put in by the Department with no knowledge of the asylum seeker in question was 

not ‘procedural fairness’ and he had to be given another chance to submit a case based on Complementary 

Protection (ITOA).  This was seen to apply to Abdul and other people’s cases so again Abdul has had to submit a 

new application.  The result of this is pending.  However, if he does receive a positive result now, the best he can 

achieve is a Temporary Protection Visa (TPV).  He would not be able to leave Australia to see his wife and three 

children and he would not be able to bring them here.   

 

Almost all of those men who arrived from Afghanistan both before and after Abdul and his group of friends have 

been given Permanent Visas (PR). 

 

There are many examples of changes of the rules that have left individuals and families caught in a quagmire of 

change, disappointment and uncertainty.  A few such 

instances: 

Hamid who won his case at the Refugee Review 

Tribunal over a year ago is still waiting for a Visa; 

the result of changing regulations means he will get a 

TPV rather than PR. 

 

Tzeda, a woman with two children and a husband in 

Ethiopia spent over six years of separation and a lot 

of money trying to get family reunion!   

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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People used to be able to apply for family reunion via the Humanitarian Program and virtually all costs were 

covered by the Australian Government.  A change in policy in 2012 after the Expert Panel’s recommendations, has 

meant that the only avenue available is the Family Migration Program (open to all those in Australia seeking family 

reunion) and applications take at least a year after being made and for anyone arriving by boat can only be made 

after the person is a citizen.   

 

Zaki waited for years after applying for his family to come via the Humanitarian Program, eventually lodged under 

the Family Program and then, after his six children arrived, he discovered his adult children can’t access any 

education programs for two years nor do they qualify for Centrelink payments.  These are the keenest of young 

people wanting to make the most of opportunities and get on with their lives. 

 

The reintroduction of TPVs by the present government has meant people on these Visas can’t go and see their 

families – and those arriving by boat can never get Permanent Visas 

so it means separation of these families forever.   

 

In the light of these examples of changing policies is there a 

moral argument about policy change? 

 

Yes when people are treated as a means to an end.  All of these 

changes are destined to make life harder for those coming to be 

protected in this country, and by making life harder for whole 

families it is expected they will be a further deterrent to people 

coming.  And this is what the constant changing policies regulating the fate of asylum seekers in Australia does.   

 

If policies are statements of values that will then inform decisions, it is logical to ask what values are basic to 

current policies: and we could suggest hostility to foreigners, cruelty, rejection and discrimination. 

So we conclude: Firstly, the policies are inhuman and secondly, policy change around this issue has become a 

matter of policy!  It has become a commonplace practice for governments in Australia to change law when a legal 

decision is made that benefits refugees. However, the fact that a policy is implemented in law does not make the 

treatment of people that follows from it ethically acceptable.   

 

Every so often, there is a clear policy change that marks (usually) a new line of inhumane practice.  An example of 

this is the establishment of The Australian Border Force on 1 July of this year after the merger of the Australian 

Customs and Border Protection Service and some parts of the Department of Immigration and Border Protection.  

Apart from the fact that more draconian measures are now being introduced, particularly in detention centres, the 

increasingly militaristic language used here is indicative of an overall ideological positioning as a country that uses 

militaristic force in response to requests for asylum.  Managing 

refugee arrivals is a war, like a war on terror or a war on drugs.  Or 

indeed – just not wanting any asylum seekers at all. 

 

What have Australia's policies done to address the 

increasingly desperate nature of 21st century migration 

flows—except to keep all those escaping terror from settling 

safely in Australia? 

 

Fiona Katauskas—from Eureka Street 2014 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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HOUSING SUPPORT  

What BASP has managed to do with a lot of help from friends 

Feedback from Denis, a BASP volunteer in Ballarat. 

 

Denis offered to volunteer with BASP in any way he could in 2014. Little did he realise 

that this would mean quite a significant commitment by him, his family and friends as they 

provided shelter and support to a number of people in need. He writes: 

 

‘In Ballarat we have been able to take several families on emergency placement and support them until they were 

able to get finance and established in the private rental market. 

A Congolese woman and her 4 children (including a newborn baby) were supported for several months until ac-

commodation was found. 

An Ethiopian woman and her 3 children, who were unable to get benefits for 5 months, were also fully supported 

and accommodated during this time. Her children were placed in welcoming schools and have been committed to 

their studies with great results. The family was recently housed with a Ugandan woman and her child, whom we 

had also supported through emergency housing. They are happily sharing the house and establishing themselves 

in the community. 

Two Ethiopian men have been supported and are now boarding in a private home and similarly networking in the 

community. One recently commenced full time work and the other is studying. Both are delighted to live in Balla-

rat.’ 

 

While BASP was able to provide financial assistance to these families, Denis and his community have contributed 

significant material support not to mention the moral support and welcome they have given over many months.  

 

The following is a letter from a woman who provided accommodation in her own home for 6 months, supporting a 

young Rwandan woman who was without accommodation or any contacts in our community. 

 

Dear Brigid, 

  

...... It has been a very special time.....which came to a close yesterday when we made a beautiful farewell dinner 

and little ceremony to wish Francine well in her next chapter.   

Francine is now living in Footscray sharing with another person.   

Next week she finishes her Cert III in Aged Care and I have no doubt that she will find work.  Her vision is to 

eventually continue to Nursing.   

  

I'd like to share with you the very moving card she wrote me: 

Dear Judy, 

You have been more than just a good person, but a friend, teacher and even mother.   

Despite my origin, my race and my beliefs, you accepted me unconditionally to be part of your family.   

I cannot thank you enough for your exceptional hospitality as I delighted to be here. 

Please accept this symbolic gift and remember that you changed my life from sorrow to joy, from darkness to light, 

and from no hope to hope.  

  

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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And as well… 

A retired widower offered to provide short term accommodation in an emergency. He was thinking of one person 

initially but hardly waivered when asked if he could house an Ethiopian couple and their baby until their financial 

assistance came through and they could seek private rental. 

 

After a few weeks, the financial assistance did come through but the host said he’d be happy to keep them on until 

they became more established. The couple were delighted.  Then, the host’s son-in-law offered to interview the 

young man for an admin role in his business and he was successful and is now working. 

 

 

BASP’S rental accommodation 

The housing support, which has been made available through the fund raising efforts of Robert Allanadale and 

friends, is continuing to assist the urgent accommodation needs of asylum seeker families. 

 

The first two houses were established in January and March and reported in earlier newsletters. Both groups have 

now established themselves, have taken over all or most of the rent, with BASP supporting as needed. 

 

This has enabled four additional houses to be leased by BASP in Lalor and Thomastown. The demand for rental 

housing is high and it is the owners who can choose who they will accept from multiple applicants. Asylum seekers 

with no rental record are low on the list. Even BASP had a number of unsuccessful attempts before securing these 

four houses - two on a 6 month lease, pending redevelopment. 

 

One is providing urgent accommodation to an Iranian family of four who were in community detention from 

December to the end of June. Community detention involved families living in the community in fully furnished 

houses provided by agencies which had government contracts to do this. Around June 2015, many families were 

advised that they would now be on a bridging visa and that the community detention status would end, in 1-3 

weeks.  

 

This couple and their 2 children were given ten days to leave their community detention home and were provided 

with a one room motel option short term till they found accommodation. This caused great distress and they were 

delighted to have the opportunity to move. They chose to move before BASP had completed the furnishing of the 

house, so desperate were they to leave the confines of the motel room. 

 

Another Iranian couple and their 15 month old baby have been housed in another of these 

houses. Their release from detention was later than many who arrived at the same time as 

they did and this has impacted their health.  

 

Another of the houses is occupied by a young Somali single mother who has recently had 

twins, born prematurely but doing well. She is on her own and could not have afforded 

accommodation on her level of income support. The funding will enable her to have a better 

start to motherhood and community integration. 

 

 

The fourth house is getting established for another family or 2 individuals needing urgent housing assistance. 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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Housing support through Catholic parishes 

 

BASP has had support from a number of parishes over the years in assisting 

people. 

Recently the Mooroolbark parish has extended this 

hospitality to a family of nine from Chad. The house, 

formerly the home of the Josephite Sisters, provides the 

ideal place for this family.  They have been separated for 

many years, and are now reunited with the exception of one daughter.  Much of this is thanks 

to the tireless efforts of the late Sr. Catherine Kelly.  People in the Essendon Parish have also 

been amazing in helping this family. 

  

Following one of Brigid Arthur's many talks at parish and community forums, a group of individuals from an inner 

east parish has offered to support asylum seekers struggling with full cost of rental or in other ways which will 

make their lives less harsh. 

  

The Kilmore parish continues to house a family – a couple and baby- into the presbytery and the welcome has 

broadened to assist both parents with casual work. 

  

The Kyneton parish has also offered housing in the presbytery and BASP is currently working on a good match for 

this location.

Teachers and friends of Catholic Ladies College  Eltham 

 

Coordinated by Carolyn Arthur, this group has supported a number of families in the northern suburbs. Initially it 

was with practical assistance with families moving into houses after their release from detention. This then 

extended to meals, liaising with local schools, establishing a vegetable garden among a range of initiatives. 

 

This contact has been meaningful for both groups, learning from each other and enjoying the friendships which 

have developed. 

 
Migration Agent Assistance 

BASP is fortunate to have had 2 wonderful migration agents providing services for many years, to asylum seekers 

who are unable to access any other professional service of this kind. Another migration agent has recently offered 

his services, extending BASP’s opportunity to help those having difficulties with their claims.  Thank you Judy, 

Franco and Lewis. 

 

The logic of an eight year old and a grandmother 

Nana, why do you let strangers come here?  a young eight year old asks his grandmother who has just opened her 

home again to a newly released young man from immigration detention.  His Nana says Well he has nowhere else 

to go.  But he must be able to find somewhere says the eight year old.  Yes he can find somewhere—he has found 

here.  Grandmothers are tending to show us the way—as the Grandmothers against the detention of children are 

showing us.  

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

Mooroolbark home 

Fatma, Moussa, Soumaya and Maryam 
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Employment: Perseverance and a helping hand - a winning combination 

 

Imagine arriving in a country knowing no-one - no family, no friends, no contacts. 

 

It pays to be brave and optimistic. This was the situation a young, tertiary qualified Syrian man who arrived in 

Melbourne 3 months ago.  Desperately in need of a job he tried every avenue - online adverts and giving out 

resumes at shopping centres.  

 

Helped by our job finding service he completed the 'white card' training enabling him to get a labouring job - the 

twenty third job he'd applied for!.  BASP’s donations have paid these training costs.  

 

If you have a contact or ...know someone who might know someone ....who might help our asylum seekers to get a 

casual, part time or full time job- please contact  Marian Steele at our centre or on email steele.m@internode.on.net 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Families through the teaching of English Program (report supplied by Sue and 

Phil—our great coordinators of this program) 

The program is continuing to go well thanks to our wonderful volunteer teachers.  We are now just on fifty four 

families being taught with another fifteen families waiting for friendship and English lessons.  We have one 

hundred and seven volunteers made up of very dedicated caring people from all walks of life and including two 

wonderful children.  We still need more volunteer teachers to be able to assist those families waiting and welcome 

enquiries from any people who would like to join us in this important role. 

 

Over the last few months there have been quite a few changes with families moving homes but thanks to our 

dedicated teachers we have in the main been able to continue with English lessons for them at their new address. 

One family of Rohingyans have just moved from Reservoir to Springvale. There were twelve family members 

from age three months to the great grandmother aged one hundred! The family are now happily ensconced in two 

homes and are very excited about their English classes. This is the first time that they have been able to have a 

permanent home in the nineteen years they have had to wait in detention centres. 

 

There have been some new born babies in a couple of our families. This has created great excitement for all 

involved.  Libby Saunders is always on hand with blankets, wraps and clothes that have been kindly donated for 

the new arrivals. 

 

One of our families from Afghanistan, where the mother who could not speak any English and was not allowed to 

go to school has now taken up full time English classes. The BASP teaching English program provided her with a 

volunteer to start teaching her the basics. This has held her in good stead for her continued learning in the new 

classes. The family is delighted that their mother will soon be able to converse 

with them in their new language here in Australia.  

 

We are now coming to the end of our second year since the program’s inception.  

This would be a good time to thank all of our volunteers including Chris Quin 

and Jenny Jaensch two of our teachers who have stepped in and assisted us with 

running the program.  Also Anne Leyland for her support with the Professional 

development program and continuing involvement with our Dropbox program. Sue, Phil and Anne and some of 

those assisted in the program 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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Good News 

 

 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

 

Delia Bradshaw, 

the Chair of our 

BASP Council, is 

pictured here.  

Delia is part of 

the Grandmothers 

against the 

Detention of 

Children.   

At a recent Brigidine sponsored 

gathering, Yasmin and Habib  were 

interviewed about their experiences.  

Both are Rohingyan people. Yasmin, 

sixteen years old now, is the eldest of 

five children (the youngest is four), and 

part of a family of her father, uncle, and young cousin.  

Yasmin spoke so confidently in spite of  her family's 

difficulties.  Habib is a Rohingyan interpreter (there are only 

a couple in Melbourne) and is very active in supporting the 

small Rohingyan community in Melbourne.   

BASP now has a regular food run to selected 

families who are unable to manage on their 

income without this support.  

Noelle, who manages the food donations, 

prepares the parcels for the food run and fresh 

fruit and vegetables are then collected from Second Bite. 

  

The response to the last newsletter’s request for blankets and 

heaters to beat the winter cold was wonderful and enabled 

many to be a lot more comfortable through this very cold 

period we have experienced. 

  

One donor, who remained anonymous sent this beautiful 

doona and the card.  Many thanks, whoever you are! 

Some of the Justice and 

Democracy students from Marian 

College at West Sunshine and 

Killester College at Springvale 

were engaged in a ‘pop-up’ 

activity at the World Refugee Day event in the City Square.   

Recently we had the privilege of 

attending an event at St Josephs in 

Fairfield.  This is a Catholic church in 

the Melkite rite.  A liturgy in the church 

was followed by a wonderful meal and 

dancing with those gathered.  The 

guests were mainly newly arrived 

Melkite families from Syria and Iraq.   

Ballarat hosted an event in 

Refugee Week where 

Daniel Webb from the 

Human Rights Law Centre 

and Brigid from BASP 

spoke.  The forum was 

called  "Sanctuary Ballarat: Welcome The Stranger”  

and the enthusiastic group who attended are 

determined Ballarat will continue to help refugees. 

Grandmothers against detention of 

refugee children sing songs as they 

rally outside the ALP National 

Conference. The Age. Photo: 

Andrew Meares  

  

Ezrah (right) from Pakistan, has just 

finished a Child care course.  Ezrah 

lives in Coburg in a house available at 

low rent for BASP.   

She is pictured here with Prue who 

recently did a placement with BASP. 

 

Prue and Ezrah met when Ezrah was in MITA.  They had 

a weekend in Echuca a couple of weeks ago—with Prue's 

family.   

Adenyi, from Nigeria, recently 

launched a magazine See Africa.  

Adenyi had used his skills while in 

immigration detention publishing a 

magazine there.   

 

Adenyi has the most amazing energy.  The launch 

was replete with African drummers and lots of  fun. 
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BASP thanks those who help.   

 

We are very grateful for your help.  BASP relies totally on our supporters.  We 

can only offer help to the extent of the donations we receive and the practical assistance that our volunteers 

give.  This has enabled us to do a lot, even though the needs are obviously beyond what any one group can 

achieve.  Together with all BASP supporters, we are addressing in some ways, the challenge of Pope Francis 

who said ‘We are a society that has forgotten the experience of weeping, of “suffering with”: the 

globalization of indifference has taken from us the ability to weep!’  As much as we can, BASP will continue 

to explore issues around forced migration and respond to the needs of those affected.   

 

We try to balance offering practical assistance with advocacy and raising awareness of the issues 

surrounding justice and asylum seekers.  Not all groups can be critical of government policies  or openly 

challenge the decisions affecting individuals and families—but we can do this because we are not dependent 

on the government for funding or constrained by contracts or any other legal agreements.   

 

              

 

 

  Brigid Arthur         Libby Saunders    

      (BASP Coordinators)      

SOS We are short of food at present and the need for food assistance is growing 

 

Some food and household goods are much more in demand than others 

Oil 

Tea and coffee 

Sugar 

Tinned tomatoes 

Tuna (plain) 

Long life milk 

Basmati rice as well as dried lentils, burghal and chick peas  

Snacks for school lunches such as sultana packs, dried fruits are good. 

 

Washing powder, cleaning products, toilet paper 

Shampoo and tooth paste 

 

Quite a number of families have small children, so disposable nappies and wipes are an 

ongoing need. We recently had a number of boxes of all sizes donated by Woodard’s 

Camberwell and these will be distributed over coming weeks. 

 

Something Special 

A voucher  for Coles, Big W, Kmart or similar stores allows asylum seekers the independence 

to buy something they really want and need.  

We have an ample supply of tinned soup and beetroot. 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 


