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The Project aims to: 

 provide hospitality and practical support for asylum seekers 

 actively network with like-minded individuals and groups who are 

working for justice for asylum seekers 

 promote advocacy for the rights of asylum seekers 

 raise awareness of asylum seeker issues and concerns through a range of 

activities 

I was a stranger and you made 

me welcome ... 

Newsletter 70 July 2014 

52 Beaconsfield Pde, Albert Park  3206 

Ph: 96962107;  bssc@cyberspace.net.au 

STRENGTH AND KINDNESS 

Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project (BASP) 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

How do we maintain hope of achieving a decent way of managing the flow of asylum seekers to Australia?    

 

Of course the need to engender hope is foremost for those seeking asylum.  How to maintain hope when you see yourself 

being depicted first as an ‘illegal’, then as a victim of a people smuggling business model and needing to be rescued from 

this trade, then as someone foolhardy enough to risk your own and often your family from being drowned at sea and then 

as someone who is exerting ‘moral blackmail’ on the Australian people and authorities.   

 

And as well, for those of us who believe that what Australia is doing to asylum seekers is unsustainable, cruel and 

corrupt, we need hope that there is some way of achieving justice.  Perhaps the best way to keep a spark of hope 

alive is by doing something.  Doing something that has the possibility of helping people in the short or long term or both.  

The very act of doing something takes us from the inertia of despair to a conviction that all is not lost until we can not 

think of another thing to do. 

 

Groups like BASP can build hope if we can manage to establish a community. Those of us who are privileged as part of 

BASP to talk to those seeking protection know how much they appreciate knowing we are doing some things to influence 

the government and to give practical support to those just trying to find safety.  As a flip side of the coin, we become 

hopeful when we witness the extraordinary resilience of many who could just be crushed by their experience of coming 

to this country asking for help.   

 

It is hard to be brave enough to do something counter to a popular response but community support is often enough the 

impetus we need to keep hope alive and to propel us to take 

action even when it seems a bit useless or fool hardy.  The 

‘ripple effect’ of actions cannot be  underestimated.   

 

So every time we do something to change the discourse about 

asylum seekers or to practically support human beings who turn 

to us for protection we flame that hope without which we may 

sink in despair and abandon those who have no one else to turn 

to.  Later in the newsletter we point to some of the things 

people do.   

 

Many lives hang in the balance.    
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What is happening to the Tamil people? 

 

Of all of the groups treated cruelly by Australia’s policies towards asylum seekers, the Tamils are 

probably at the top of the list.   

 

The civil war in Sri Lanka between the ‘Tamil Tigers’ and the Sinhalese Government finished in 

2009, but it is still far from safe for many people in Sri Lanka, especially for Tamil people. The UN 

are currently investigating the country under allegations of war crimes, and countries like Canada 

and England have  pilloried Sri Lanka for being complicit in human rights abuses. We hear constant 

reports of people "disappearing", as they are abducted by security forces in white vans, and then 

tortured or worse.  Yet for years now Australia has ‘screened out’ many many Tamil people arriving 

here as asylum seekers, meaning they have been given a cursory questioning and then flown back to 

be handed over to the authorities from whom they were fleeing.   

 

Over forty people from Sri Lanka were sent taken back to Sri Lanka two weeks ago. There are many 

stories emerging about the fate of these and none do Australia proud.  As well 153 people (men, 

women and about 40 children) who set out from  a Tamil refugee camp in Pondicherry, India, were 

‘rescued’ and then transferred to a Customs vessel which is now still out in the ocean somewhere 

waiting for a resumption of a High Court case.  

 

The language being used would be farcical if it was not so 

tragic….  

in accordance with the policy established by the Operation 

Sovereign Borders Joint Agency Task Force Commander, the 

government will not provide commentary about on-water 

matters under Operation Sovereign Borders.  

 

In the meantime there is no information about the fate of these poor 

people.  This all seems very reminiscent of the Tampa, thirteen years 

ago.  Except then at least the Australian public knew what was happening.  The Howard Government used 

that situation to polarise public opinion and treat those on board the Tampa abominably.   This situation has 

yet to be played out but it seems hard 

to imagine that the outcome will be 

good for the Tamils who have 

ventured to get on a boat to look for 

protection.   

 

One of the Tamils we know in 

detention said during the week.  ‘They 

are just like us.  They wanted to come 

here to live.  Why does everyone want 

us to die?  We are not people who 

want to make trouble.’ 

From The Age newspaper: one of the 

children on board the boat that is still 

somewhere out in the sea. 
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Contact:   

 

Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project 
 

Discussion Night 3 - 2014 
 

Thursday July 24th 2014 

 

 

 
 
  

Lives in Limbo  
Tamils and Human Rights  

Guest speakers: Trevor Grant and Aran Mylvaganam  
Trevor Grant is a former chief cricket writer at The Age and now works with the 
Refugee Action Collective. Aran Mylvaganam is from the Tamil Refugee Council 
and came to Australia as a 13 year old asylum seeker from Sri Lanka.  

 

Time: 7.30 – 9.30p.m 

Venue:  
St Joseph’s Hall  
 

(beside the bluestone church) 
 

274 Rouse St  
Port Melbourne 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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We went to the Collingwood Children's farm for a visit. Asra, her parents and small brother.  Asra-

fell in love with the animals.  She ‘hugged’ the hens (poor things), the guinea pig (who seemed to 

like it), very tentatively fed some grass to the horse and tried to imitate the pig’s grunts.  However, 

over and beyond all this, she fell in love with the goats—in particular one called Dar-

ia.  At all other points of interest she kept saying—’Now we will go back and see 

Daria.’  As we were leaving the farm she waved back in the direction of the goats 

and said ‘bye-bye Daria’.  Back at the Detention centre Asra said very wistfully ‘I 

may not ever see Daria again.’   

One day one of the mothers in detention who has a new baby and a couple of other 

children said, as several people were admiring the baby, ‘We will have no photos of 

our babies getting bigger’.  No cameras are allowed in detention centres.  

 

A four year old was left alone for a while with one of the volunteer visitors at the 

detention centre.  She said, ‘Would you get me a barbie doll?’  The visitor agreed.  Very 

shortly afterwards when the visitor was going to get the doll, she discovered the family 

had been sent to Christmas Island.  

We are often reminded of the complexity of the life of a family in detention.  While our instincts 

and sympathy are usually first to protect the women and children, we have come to an 

understanding that many fathers are also absolutely anguished and conflicted.  More often than 

not it is some political or social problem experienced by the father that has caused the family to 

leave all that is familiar.  For many of the families we know who have come to Australia in the 

past couple of years, the whole family has decided to leave because of the uncertainty of ever 

being reunited if the father leaves alone.  However, when the rigours, the uncertainty and the 

suffering of detention begins to cause ill health, tensions mount.  In our experience the fathers 

often then are tormented by the fact that a family is in 

this situation because of their problems.  We are 

amazed at the strength of these men.  Living in 

‘containers’ that are incredibly small and cramped 

with small children and often a very distressed wife, 

they have to remain calm and focussed on the well 

being of those depending on them.   

 

As these fathers cry out for help for their wives, we 

wonder how long they themselves can stay strong 

enough to support the whole family.   

From Immigration Detention  
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Asylum seekers: drowning on our watch 
  

[Originally broadcast as Background Briefing on 1 September 2013] 

 

There is so much misinformation about drownings at sea.   The truth is that many could have been 

prevented if there had been the political will to do so. 

Why are so many asylum seekers drowning on their way to Australia, and could we have done more to save 

them?   

Since 2001, almost 1400 asylum seekers have drowned between Indonesia and Australia. More than 300 

have drowned in the past 12 months alone.  

Background Briefing has looked at the circumstances 

surrounding the sinking of four boats over the past two years, 

in which more than 400 asylum seekers drowned. What has 

emerged is a disturbing pattern of delays, cover-ups and 

communication breakdowns. 

In June 2012, a 20-metre fishing boat codenamed the SIEV 

358 sank halfway between Indonesia and Christmas Island. 

The boat was grossly overcrowded with more than 200 men 

and boys; mostly Pakistanis and Afghans fleeing the Taliban 

and Al Qaeda. Its passengers had made 16 calls for help to 

Australia’s maritime safety authority over two days. 

Increasingly distressed callers said the boat was broken on 

one side and taking on water, and begged to be rescued.  But no help came. The boat was in Indonesia’s 

search and rescue zone, which covers most of the ocean between Indonesia and Christmas Island, so 

Australia’s maritime safety authority transferred responsibility to its Indonesian counterpart, BASARNAS.  

Thirty-two hours after the first distress call was made, the man who made it—and 101 others—were dead. 

Lawyer George Newhouse, who has worked on three coronial inquests into the sinking of asylum boats, 

says delegating to BASARNAS is unacceptable. 

‘How can a safety authority in good conscience hand over responsibility for saving people’s lives to an 

organisation that they know is not capable of fulfilling that role?’ he says. 

Indonesia’s BASARNAS office in West Java, which responds to boats in distress on the coastline 

commonly used by people smugglers, is hopelessly ill-equipped to conduct open sea rescues. The head of 

operations there, Rochmali, says all they have at their disposal are rubber boats and traditional fishing 

vessels, which can’t go more than five nautical miles from shore. Former diplomat Tony Kevin, who has 

been an outspoken critic of Australia’s search and rescue authorities since 353 people drowned on the boat 

known as SIEVX, is more direct in his condemnation of Australia’s maritime safety authority. 

‘What concerns me greatly now is the evidence of a systemic doctrine, particularly inside the Australian 

Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA)—what you might call a systemic culture of scepticism of asylum seeker 

distress claims. A spirit of “We better wait and see what happens to this, if they’re really in distress, because 

we know very often that they’re not”.’ 

AMSA strongly rejects this assertion from Tony Kevin. However, the question of when a call is deemed to 

be a genuine distress call was at the heart of a recent coronial inquest into the asylum seekers who died on 

Cont. next page 
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the SIEV 358. 

But these weren’t the only asylum deaths at sea that Australia could have prevented. 

In the dead of night on 17 December 2011, an asylum seeker boat called the Barokah left the coast of 

Java with around 250 men, women and children on board. One of them was ethnic Hazara man, Esmat 

Adine. The boat was so crowded, Adine couldn’t even find a place to sit. The Barokah was just 40 

nautical miles from Indonesia when it fell apart. 

‘At first I couldn’t believe that our boat has sank,’ Adine recalls. ‘But I saw a toy is coming from the 

inside of the boat; it is coming by water. When it comes close to me, I realised that no, that was not a toy. 

That was a kid. That was a kid named Daniel. Daniel was with his mother; they were sitting in front of 

me, next to me, while we came by bus. When I saw Daniel’s body, I realised that our boat has sank, and 

there is no further hope for us to be alive. ‘Eight hours later, at 3 o’clock that afternoon, a passing fishing 

boat found around a hundred people in high seas, desperately clinging to debris. It was only able to rescue 

34 people. Adine shouted to the people in the water, ‘Be patient—we will bring you more boats, and they 

will rescue you.’ 

In Canberra that evening, Australian agencies became aware the Barokah had sunk. They told Indonesian 

authorities, because the boat was in their search and rescue zone. 

Months later, customs officials would tell a Senate Estimates hearing that Indonesia had initially declined 

Australia’s offer to help with the search and rescue. 

But the official incident timeline, which Fairfax obtained under freedom information laws, revealed that 

BASARNAS, Indonesia’s search and rescue agency, had asked AMSA to coordinate the rescue 

response—AMSA refused.  For two days, while men, women and children struggled to survive in waves 

up to six metres high, Indonesia and Australia did nothing.  Finally, on December 19, BASARNAS asked 

again for help. This time, AMSA agreed, and dispatched naval and Customs assets to the scene.  But it 

was too late. Two hundred and one people were dead. 

In April this year, asylum seekers were again left to drown as AMSA and BASARNAS failed to 

collaborate efficiently. Reporting from Indonesia, ABC correspondent George Roberts said, ‘All we’ve 

been able to find out so far—unless things have changed since late last night—AMSA wasn’t helping yet 

or Australian authorities weren’t helping yet and Indonesia hadn’t launched its own search.’ 

‘So, it seems to be the same kind of stand-off we had last year where Australia knew there was a problem, 

Indonesia was incapable of being able to help and as a result people are left in the water for hours on 

end.’  Fifty-eight people are still missing. 

In June this year, another boat sank, this time within easy reach of Australian patrol boats. A Customs 

plane sighted it 28 nautical miles from the island—just four miles outside its interception zone. 

Approximately 55 men, women, and children were seen on deck, waving at the plane. 

After the event, the government claimed the boat had shown no visual signs of distress. But official 

documents from AMSA’s Rescue Coordination Centre (RCC), which Fairfax again obtained under 

freedom of information laws, showed that Customs had reported the boat as being ‘dead in the water’, 

and had been concerned about the boat from the moment they sighted it. 

As the hours dragged on, the admiral in charge of Border Protection Command became increasingly 

concerned for the boat’s safety, and asked the RCC to initiate a search. But AMSA refused, saying they 

were still assessing the evidence. When debris is sighted, AMSA said, the surveillance would then move 

to a SAR   Two days later, the boat was found, capsized. Thirteen bodies were found. There were no 

survivors. 
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A few personal reflections about praying in common 

 

Lately there have been small groups meeting to pray in public places associated with government policies 

relating to asylum seeker policies.  In Members of Parliament offices, outside immigration detention 

centres, outside Immigration offices.  A group of church people I was involved with organised praying 

inside the Prime Minister, Tony Abbott’s office and the Leader of the Opposition, Bill Shorten’s office at the 

same time one Monday morning.  As one engaged in this activity, here are a few thoughts about why.  Why 

praying?  What could this possibly achieve?   

 

Prayer is a heart response more than a head activity.  It is a spiritual activity that is embedded in all major religions.  

As a Christian it is a personal expression of following Jesus, of trying to live the values taught by Jesus.  It is not a 

belief in a miracle response from a God who waits for us to talk and then hey presto responds.  Rather, it is a 

commitment to have an open heart, empathy for other human beings and a willingness to follow Jesus who promised 

that he would be present whenever two or more are gathered in his name.   

Prayer in common is about relationships.  The most important thing about communal prayer for me is what it does for 

the group and what it does for those prayed for.  Praying together in a Member of Parliament’s office was not a 

gimmick.  Rather it was an effort to identify with people who have suffered trauma in their own country and are 

being retraumatised in Australia.  And praying with a group was about getting strength from each other.  It was an act 

of communal solidarity as people who claim to be followers of Jesus; Jesus who identified with the poor and 

vulnerable and said when I as a stranger you welcomed me.  And the act of praying helps reinforce solidarity with 

those we pray for.  So in this sense prayer is always relational.  

Prayer should be life changing.  The words we say should reinforce our convictions and our beliefs and our resolve to 

do what is right.  In this sense it builds some hope.  And we all need hope.  As well as this, it is a commitment to 

justice, to making the good of others, the good of the world community the ground on which I make choices. Justice 

is more than niceness or random acts of kindness. Justice is a principle of life.  If our prayer is real, we will become 

more just and will come closer to living as equals among the peoples of the world. We must be at peace to bring 

peace. We must be just to bring justice. We must see all people -- old, young, male, female -- as equals, to be united. 

 

I believe that praying together across faiths is important because justice requires a recognition of the spiritual 

foundation, the truth and vision in every religion. Especially important in today’s Australia is a willingness to pray 

with people of the Islam religion.  Our religious traditions should be helping us to become one with each other.  

 

Prayer is like a thread – connecting with the past and building hope for the future. There is a long tradition in the 

scriptures – so we can get connected to people back 600 years before Jesus.  For example the prophet Amos who 

wrote about this time complained bitterly that for rich creditors, money seemed to have more value than 

people.  Even more, the people who were needy were victims of injustice.  ‘You 

enslave poor people for one piece of silver or a pair of sandals.’  

 

Prayer is the antithesis of judging the motives of others but I do believe in some 

fundamental principles that should guide us all as human beings.  One such principle 

is that all human life is precious and every person has a right to basic things like 

freedom and dignity and education and enough of this worlds goods to live 

reasonably.  And all people should be able to live safely.  So prayer for me is my 

heart response to these beliefs, and if it is authentic at all for me, it must filter through 

to action.  And there’s the rub! 

A group praying outside the 

Maribyrnong Immigration 

Detention Centre. 
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Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

 What would a regional solution look like? 

 

People talk about a ‘regional solution’ to the movement of people in the Asia Pacific.  What would this 

policy look like? And what are the challenges? 

  

Currently in Indonesia and Malaysia, once a person is assessed as a genuine refugee, and they pass through 

health and security checks, they still have to wait for many years for resettlement.  If they have been processed as 

genuine and they have health and security checks, why make them wait?  Currently because of the difficulties of 

living in Indonesia and Malaysia—no access to education or health systems, no work rights, sometimes being 

locked up and no rights to seek justice from the courts and so on—many people cannot tolerate staying for years 

in these countries and as desperate people they attempt to reach the only Asian country that may conceivably 

offer them protection.  

 

A regional treaty (covering all our neighbours) should be negotiated where each regional country should agree to 

bear a fixed percentage of the cost and resettlement burden of refugees.  Asylum seekers should be processed in 

the country of first arrival where health and security checks are undertaken as part of refugee assessment 

overseen by UNHCR in the country of arrival. 

  

If accepted as genuine refugees these people should be resettled immediately to whichever of the regional 

countries that is under-quota on refugee acceptances. The number would be fixed in ratio to the resources each 

country has. Refugees would not choose which country they are resettled in. They would be resettled in 

whichever country is next in line. This would discourage refugees coming with an aim to get to one particular 

country. 

  

A genuine regional solution like the above would take away the market for people smugglers as it would remove 

the delay in resettlement. It would stop the boats and enhance our reputation.  It may be that Australia's fair share 

of the refugee intake would be 100,000 per year, offset by reducing our migration intake (currently 190,000 a 

year).  Such a policy is not unheard of – in fact, Australia did exactly that in aftermath of the Vietnam War. This 

policy, known as the Comprehensive Plan of Action, resettled over 125,000 refugees per year We need to 

reinstate a similar policy so that refugees do not need to take a dangerous journey here. Refugees are proven to 

be extensively beneficial to our economy.   

  

Could this be done? Well it already has been in other regions. The African Union negotiated an amendment to 

the Refugee Convention for its application to Central and East Africa. Why not do the same in the Asia Pacific? 

 

The biggest problem that we can see is getting enough of the wealthiest countries to take most of those seeking 

protection.   

 

Maybe a regional solution comes full circle back to the questions not being 

answered by the Australian government (over the past twenty years).  How 

many asylum seekers can we/ should we accept?  How can we make it safe for 

people to get to a country of refuge?  Why do we discriminate against certain 

groups?  How do we get the issue decoupled from the political mileage that 

both major Parties use in an opportunistic way? 
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Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

There are many ‘things to do’ to give hope and the following are all being offered by some people who 

help out in BASP 

 extending friendship to a family—and giving support to those who are waiting 

interminably to know their fate  

 helping a family or individual learn some English 

 helping people learn to drive 

 visiting a detention centre  

 gathering some food to be distributed or leave some food vouchers for those in need,  

 writing a letter to state uneasiness or anger about Australia’s response to those seeking our help,  

 ringing a local Member of Parliament and asking questions and suggesting that your vote will 

depend on a kind and compassionate approach to asylum seekers 

 talking to people in groups you belong to about your understanding of the reality of Australia's anti– 

asylum seeker policies 

 contributing financially to those who can offer more immediate help 

 giving advice from our expertise to those working in the field 

 doing some fundraising so that individuals and families can be supported 

 offering meaningful volunteer options to asylum seekers 

TV’s 

We are still getting requests for small TVs—to date we have taken out thirty and they have 

obviously helped families. Now single men and the Unaccompanied minors are asking.  So I 

guess we continue to take a few at a time.   

Thanks 

Bungalows or houses 

We are still looking for places for people to live.  Sometimes this is a family, sometimes a 

mother and child or other times an individual.   

 

Things to do 

Many groups and individuals bring items 

on the food and household requisites list 

here to Beaconsfield Pde.  We appreciate 

this very much.  We may not get around to 

individual thanks—but your efforts are 

wonderful.   

 

Other folk move items of furniture or 

household goods to where they are needed.  

This is also a great help.     
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Good News 

 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 

Teaching to drive 

 

Kerry Reynolds, a BASP supporter, is teaching 

some young Somali women to drive.  The ability to 

do something that was not at all possible before in 

your life is very exhilarating.  One of the women 

said “I felt like I was flying … beautiful”.   

Kerry may have a few (more) grey hairs! 

 

Falling between the cracks 

 

BASP is often called on to assist those who are waiting for decisions from government or funded agencies to 

provide help. The donations we receive help us meet this desperate need of those we hear about. 

 

One young woman with two preschool children was assisted in finding emergency accommodation, 

and supported with food, money and companionship for 8 weeks while her application for living allowance was 

processed. Her case worker was greatly appreciative of the BASP assistance, saying without it the family would 

have been destitute. 

 

Another woman, still waiting for a decision for a living allowance, was moving from shelter to shelter and 

becoming increasingly despondent. BASP has been able to link her with people offering free accommodation in 

their home and to provide her with spending money for basic expenses while this wait continues. 

 

A family of five adults, who moved from Adelaide to Melbourne to be near relatives, called BASP seeking 

assistance. They had rented a house but had nothing and had huddled together on a rug the previous evening. 

 

BASP was able to mobilise volunteers to collect and deliver donated furniture to quickly furnish this house. 

Baptisms 

 

Four women and three men from detention were 

baptised in the Baptist Church in Reservoir last 

Sunday.  For those of us able to be present, it was 

wonderful to see a local community welcoming 

these newly arrived folk who are looking for new 

ways of expressing their beliefs and commitments.   

 

A quick up-date on bicycles for asylum seekers 

 

Our ‘bike man’ Geoff Lowther, sent us this message: More than 200 bikes have been repaired and distributed to 

asylum seekers in 6 months. 

We have still not been able to establish a permanent base in the north but working on it.  Until then we operate in a 

hodge-podge way from my Coburg house. 

We set up under the Uniting Church in Glen Iris about 7 weeks ago - the 7 or 

so volunteers working from there are covering the East and South and are 

achieving great things. 

I have 180 bikes awaiting repair. 

We are generally taking 6 weeks to work through the waiting lists. 
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Volunteering 

We are very keen to find opportunities for those without work rights to volunteer.  It is extraordinarily 

hard to be at home all the time with no assurance about the future and nothing to do.  So far we have a 

lady who works in an Op shop and she loves it.  Another young woman is doing volunteer interpreting 

and teaching English (her English is perfect).  And two other young women have been doing Volunteer 

training at Cabrini Hospital and will soon begin helping in a reception area at the hospital.   

 

If anyone knows other places we can try please let us know.   

 

Asylum Seekers Assistance Scheme (ASAS) 

The Asylum Seeker Assistance Scheme (ASAS) is administered by the Red Cross for the Immigration 

Department.  ASAS provides some financial assistance to protection visa applicants, who satisfy 

specific eligibility criteria.  However the criteria are getting more stringent and some are totally beyond 

belief.  Three people we know are chasing bank details in their home counties.   

 

One woman from Iran has had to get a bank statement from her bank, confirming that she had no 

money!  She was then informed that it was not in the right format as a statement with monthly balances 

was needed.  This does not exist in Iran.   

 

A man from Ethiopia similarly had to get a bank statement.  This man is an academic and Ethiopia has a 

history of severe government oppression particularly towards University personnel who are seen to e 

dissidents.  That man said “The only way I could get this is to go to Ethiopia!” 

 

A third person was asked to get his bank details from Damascus.   

 

It is not easy to get ASAS funding—and without it the people concerned are destitute unless they can 

find some assistance within the community.  With your help we have been able to offer some help to 

these. 

Newsletters and email addresses 

 

We are very happy to send hard copies of newsletters—indeed happy to send some multiple copies to 

any group that could give them out.  We also send copies to people who have requested their copy via 

email.   

 

Where those getting the newsletter have an email we would welcome having that email address to send 

occasional notices about events or requests.  We promise not to overwhelm anyone with these.  So if we 

don’t have your email address and you are happy for us to have it can you send it to us please? 
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THANK YOU 

 

Often it is the note of support, the encouraging words that we receive that 

makes us realise that even though the situation for those we try to assist 

and advocate for seems bleak, BASP is fulfilling a role.  We are doing this because so many of you are 

helping.     

 

One good thing is that the lives of a number of individual people is made better by your support.  When we 

take a hand made shawl to a mother in detention or help furnish a house for a family just out of detention or 

teach people English or some other skill they need, lives are improved for those people.  We need to keep 

going!  And with your support we will.   

 

 

 

 

 Brigid Arthur         Catherine Kelly  

 

 for the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project 

How you can help ... 

 

Donations 

Donations can be made by cheque to Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project, 52 Beaconsfield Pde, Albert Park or 

directly to  Brigidine Asylum Seekers Trust Account:  bsb: 083-004; a/c: 56-924-6603  

 

Advocacy 

Write to you local member of Parliament (or call in and see them) and ask for a more humane approach to 

asylum seekers 

 

Food that is very welcome 

Eggs, sugar, rice, flour, salt, two minute noodles, cooking oil,  tea and coffee, long life milk, 

tuna, canned tomatoes, canned fruit, chick peas, canned beans (not tinned soup) 

 

Other goods always in demand 

Cleaning materials and dishwashing detergents, toilet paper and washing powder.   

 

Something Special 

A voucher for Coles, Big W, Kmart or similar stores allows asylum seekers the independence to buy 

something they really want and need.  

Things we can’t take 

We can’t manage clothing.  We do not have anywhere to store furniture or large items or other household 

goods.   

 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 


