STRENGTH AND KINDNESS
Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project (BASP)

Woasp

52 Beaconsfield Pde, Albert Park 3206

Al e Asyum Seekers Project Ph: 96962107; bssc@cyberspace.net.au

| was a stranger and you made The Project aims to:
me welcome ... * provide hospitality and practical support for asylum seekers
* actively network with likeminded individuals and groups who are
working for justice for asylum seekers
Newsletter 65 August 2013 * promote advocacy for the rights of asylum seekers
* raise awareness of asylum seeker issues and concerns through a rar

activities

For two decades now, the Australian Government has acted towards asylum seekers in a way that is morally
reprehensible. Except for a few dissenting voices among politicians there has seemed to be no room for com
human behaviour. This has taken on new dimensions of cruelty over the past few weeks. Now we see polici¢
explained, not in any humanitarian terms, but primarily as a matter of border protection. It appears to be abol
providing refuge for us who already live here. The issue of boat arrivals has been framed as a law and order
and not a moral issue. Those who risk their lives and the lives of their children trying to get to safety on boats
the enemy. Yet the political rhetoric and actions have put Australia on a war footing against invasion. That we
be in any danger from people who come in boats that are never more than barely seaworthy beggars belief. |
political parties have aided and abetted this construction of the issue. Now those arriving on boats are not pe
seeking asylum, they are aliens. Or another spin is that they are simply here to earn more money than they ¢
own country.

It is hard not to be cynical and despairing about the direction Australian political leaders are taking the country
terms of our moral responsibility to those seeking protection. Politicians are meantitdéHepére meant to help a
country evolve its moral standards. They are meant to listen to the people but also be prepared to stand up a
what is right, rather than whatusr ong j ust because it is populist.
very first laws as a Commonwealth was the Immigration Restriction Act 1901, which introduced the dictation t
prospective entrants. Throughout our history, tight control of immigration has always beem@wmate But does it
need to be?

Petro Georgiou who retired after many years in the Federal Parliament said in his final speech:

| believed that politics was a tough business. There were two dominant parties, they were in conflict, they had
and they had resources. They were strong and evenly matched. They punched and they counterpunched, an
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sometimes low blows were landed. In my view, however, scapegoati==
the vulnerable was never part of the political game. | still believe this

DESFERATE ASYIUM SEEKERS

HOMAN TARN
PouTicivs

We believe that no decent country, affluent and able, would outsourc
obligations and effectively bribe poor nations to look after those com
to its shores.

e e

MISSING AT SEA

The question appears to be: what are political leaders NOT preparec
to do in the interests of political gain?
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Will the Papua New Guinea O0s
Reinstalled Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd recently announced his Papua New Guinea or "PNG

ol u

Solutiono. No asylum seeker coming by boat wodl d

they were subsequently found to be a genuine refugee.

There seems little doubt that this is designed to win votes in the handful of marginal seats that may ded
outcome of the election. Rudd is attempting to break the people smuggling business model by removin
possibility that one can arrive by boat seeking asylum and eventually win resettlement in Australia. Deg
deliberately harsh rhetoric about the PNG Solution that is designed to deter boat arrivals, many believe
Rudd's plan will not be as effective as might first appear.

The plan violates Article 31 of the Refugee Convention by penalizing asylum seekers on account of theg
of entry to Australia. It is also illegal for Australia to detain people they have no intention of ever proce
It will fail to meet basic International Standards required in a Refugee Determination Process (the UN h
found PNG lacks the capacity & expertise to assess refugee claims). Australia itself accepts asylum sd
from PNG on Refugee convention grounds e.g.. homosexuality is illegal in PNG and yet Australia woul
sending gay asylum seekers there. Rape and sexual violence rates are astronomical in PNG and the d
penalty exists.

With such basic problems challenges are likely in Australian courts.

There are serious doubts that PNG has the capacity to absorb the number of asylum seekers that will t
make it to Australia, even if there is an initial deterrent effect. Current facilities can only house around 3
people. Given that around 3,500 asylum seekers have been arriving each month since the beginning o
even a dramatic slowdown would overburden the Manus Island facilities.

The Attorney General acknowledges that Australia bears responsibility for the asylum seekers who arri
at all stages. So where would surplus asylum seekers be sent for processing if PNG facilities could no
cope, as is likely to be the case. Due to a 2011 High Court decision which invalidated the "Malaysia So
proposed by previous Labor leader Julia Gillard, our country cannot legally send Adsitadasylum
seekers to countries that are not signatories t@96& Geneva Convention Relating to the Status of
Refugeesind the 1967 Protocol. As PNG and the Philippines are the gnigteries among Australia's
neighbours, the suspicion is that Austrdd@und boat people who cannot be processed by PNG will have
processed under Australian jurisdiction and resettled in Australia if they are found to be refugees.

The PNG Solution is subject to renewal each year, meaning that there will be immense annual pressur
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to refuse to renew what seems to be an extremely unpopular agreement locally. The cost of the impleentatiol

of this solution must be astronomical. It seems unlikely that Australians will agree to the kind of impost
will be for too long.

Dr John Lee of Sydney University believes that:
... we need to remember that this policy is forged in the midst of an elec
campaign. Rudd only needs the PNG Solution to "stop the boats" for ajg
weeks in order to somewhat cynically portray the initiative as an ingeni

this

plan. Short term success in stemming boat arrivals is all Rudd needs, V| A refugee pictured on the Department of
Immigration and Citizenship website with the

is just as welt- because this is all the PNG Solution is likely to achieVe.|  ,ion a female asylum seeker comes to
(Sydney Morning Herald July 22) terms with the fact she won't be settled in

Australia”.
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http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49da0e466.html

O b basp.org.au
K a S p facebook.com/BrigidineAsylumSeekersProject

Brigdine Asylim Seekers Project

NEXT DISCUSSION NIGHT
Wednesday 21% August, 7:30pm

Drama Room, Albert Park College, 83 Danks St Albert Park

i Our Focus: a panel and Q& A on asylum seeker policies.
Ovur Guests: Candidates forthe federal seat of Melbourne Ports
Chaired By: Frank O'Conner, former Mayor of Port Phillip

Note date Wednesday next, 21st August and new venye
Albert Park College 83 Danks street, Albert Park

Our focus:

Paneland Q & A on
Asvlum Seeker Policies

Our special guests:
Candidates for the Federal seat
of 6Mel bourne Portsbo

Michael Danby ., Parliamentary Secretary for the Arts &
Member for Melbourne Ports

Kevin Ekendahl, Liberal Party candidate

Ann Birrell ., Greens candidate

Chair: Fr ank 0O06 C,donnreoMayor of Port Phillip

| was a stranger and you made me welcome...
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Il tds a harsh worl d when you ardéutthisgels tergperedo
by a lot of community compassion

Under -atheadvnaged ruling, families are being r
work rights and with an income of 89% of Newstart (about $200 a week). The Department of Immigra
have contracted the Red Cross and AMES to oversee the transition of thousands of families from det
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centres into a transitional place for four to six weeks (where they pay $210 a week) and then into priv.

te

rental. The family has to borrow the money for the bond and the first four weeks rent and repay it ovdr the
next few months. The problems for the families are immense. Housing at affordable rates if you are living on

about $30 a day is almost impossible to find. Setting up a house with no money is also impossible. A

on the lowest of incomes, these families have no concessions for utilities or medicine. Rents even in T:ter

Melbourne are tipping $1200 a month, so this meant families spend the first six months living on next
nothing. It seems that an impression is being given by the Department that

s people

families are being adequately catered for. BASP would strongly argue that gnder

#sno definition of 6adequatelyd is t

Small community groups (BASP included) have been trying to help many of

hi s

these

because no o0n e Offtemvehendamiiias gettd their heer house,

are and they dondt even have pWet s,
have met families who spent the first nights in their new house in the dark, on the floor with only one b
between them.

families. We wonder what is happening to those who have no community slpport

A lot of housing is very basic| electricity has not been connected, they have little understanding of where tlhey

he

pan
anket

The families are responsible for getting themselves to the houses. They are expected to do this via puplic

transport taking their few possessions in plastic bags and journey on buses
and trains to an unknown destination. One family took a taxi from

Maidstone to Dandenong in desperation. This left them with $30 for twe .
weeks. Another family got lost in Werribee with a fish and chip shop o
trying to help.

had found and accepted. The windows were filthy with dirty, sticky tap

covering the gaps. They felt lucky that they had something before they ) e rel;nlre Sti” rexpensiv
forced out of the transitional housing. With his excellent English this young

man is luckier than most but as we left, he said that he was going to a local mission where he had he
might be given some food vouche® SMES and Red Cross are now providing beds, mattresses and a fri
but again not everyone gets these and some are waiting for weeks.

The good news part of all this is that so many people in the community have shown
extraordinary kindness and support to many of these new familiesOne family who hadj
two mugs, a couple of plates, three spoons and virtually nothing else when we first vig
them, welcomed us a few days later as they were proudly and gratefully drinking out q
teaset that had been given to us and with new saucepans, cutlery and a comfortable §
delivered to them by a family who had offered to deliver these things to a family in nee
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http://www.championsofchange.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Bridging-visa-house-2.jpg
http://www.championsofchange.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Bridging-visa-house.jpg

There has actually been an outpouring of assistance from many in the community. Help has been given in
following ways:

20 new TV6s were donated for families by a co
Blankets, doonas and other bedding have been supplied by many in the community

Furniture has been given and delivered

Families have been visited and welcomed

Individuals have helped children get into school

Firms have offered discounts for school uniforms and basic necessities when told who the things wery
Groceries and food vouchers have been given to us for families

We wish all who help could be present when newly arrived families say how kind Australian people are.
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"Go and die somewhere else".
We do not deny that all people with an ounce of kindness are worried about people drowning en route to Al
but instead of addressing this we are simply consigning people fleeing to die anoteryirayto get to another

placed in their search for safety.

Bill Maley (Canberra Times July 27) maintains that a triumphant success for the Rudd policy approach of s¢

stralia

nding

boat arrivals offshore will simply give a boost to the smuggling activities of the Russian and central Asian mrfias.

Those fleeing the Taliban will still die, but they will die by drowning in the Mediterranean, or by suffocating i
overcrowded trucks. The real message of the new Australian approach is a simple one: "Go and die someWw

Coupled with the argument that we care too much to let people die while trying to get to Australia is the ideg

here e

that these people should | et O6deservi ThisGasparibusge ¢ s ¢

argument because successive Australian governments have chosen, as a matter of deliberate policy, to cut
resettlement place for each protection visa issued to an asylum seeker arriving in Australia who establishes

one
a cred

refugee claim. This is a decision that could easily be changed and the two programs for refugee intake dedgoupled

This would mean a system in which a fixed number of resettlement places would be guaranteed each year
irrespective of the number of successful asylum claimants processed onshore.

Politicians also run the line that "good" refugees are those who patiently join queues overseas, while "bad" fefuge
are those who act on their own. This claim, too, has little merit. There are several reasons why this is the cgse. Fir

while they undoubtedly help some deserving
people, offshore resettlement programs do not
offer a place in a queue but a ticket in a lottery
Despite the best efforts of the office of the Unit
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the
is very little that is "orderly" about offshore
resettlement programs, and no guarantee that
in fact assist the neediest refugees. All too ofte
they exclude the disabled, favour those with
sponsors in the country of resettlement, and al
distorted by political considerations.

T4 BECAUSE WE WaVE
SUCH COMPpISSIOoN FoR

AsyLuM SEEKERS WHO
Pie o1 Sea...

. THOT WE C2N SHow
Assolutely NONE for

THOSE WHo SurvIvE
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Why it is unfair and wrong to generalise about asylum seeker claims (with
particular reference to Iranians)

In a breathtaking statement the Foreign Ministler
not people fleeing persecution ... they are coming here as economic migrants.... We have reached theview the
as a result of court and tribunal d e c i -adged assessmefd s
on asylum seekers... They are not people fleeing persecution. They are coming from majority religious’|0r

ethnic groups in the countries they're fleeing, they are coming here as economic migrants."

The irony is that since August 2012 Australia has not been processing applications. Bob Carr says thege same
people are economic migrants. Who says? If they have not had their cases assessed we don't know. Ifdeed, t
Foreign Minister's assertions that maritime asylum seekers are all "economic migaadtfiat Australia is
lenient in its processing of refugee clain@e inflammatory remarks that have no basis in fact.

While Australia is experiencing a surge in irregular migrants seeking protection as refugees, so are ma

countries around the world: this is a global trend. It is not surprising that so many are found to be-refugTes
people who have a "wdibunded fear" of being persecuted for one of the five Refugee Convention reasor]s:
race, religion, nationality, membership of a social group or political opinion. The simple truth is that using
people smugglers to reach Australia by boat is dangerous and difficult. It is not an option taken lightly orfffor no
good reason.

We would like the Senator to meet those who have arrived by boat. Mr Carr singled our Iranians as mogt likely
to have come only to get a better life. By inference these people have nothing to fear if they stayed in Irgn.
Those of us involved in the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project know many Iranians who are asking for agylum.
Hanid is a young man with such a sensitive approach to others and to human rights issues. Ali is a pasgionate
advocate for others and with a driving ambition to do a job that will help people in this community. Fatinja has
a huge reserve of courage and determination to look after her young son and provide for him. Majed hgs been
through all sorts of trials but is ready to take any job to be independent in spits of teh physical difficultieqin
doing this.

One of the things that bedevils the situation for many asylum seekers is that generalisations are made T)out the
circumstances they come from. While it is undoubtedly important for decision makes to take informationjabout
the countries of origin of asylum seekers and refugees, every person has a proximate and unique story.| Having
read many many decisions and reviews of decisions, it is amazing to us that better questions are often rjot
pursued by interviewers to get the truth of the circumstances that leads an individual to take the drastic pteps of
seeking protection in a new place.

A corollary of this disregard for considering |di ff
claim thatall Iranians are economic migrants. This assumes that all have the same reasons for seeking gsylum,
namely to get a better income and living conditions. The majority of people in most countries in the world want
this but most donét | eave their own country anld p
achieve it.

This has become an issue in Australia because of the 15,182 a®gdlars who have arrived by boat in
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Australia this year, 5054 have come from lraa marked increase on the 2749 Iranians who came in the fuII
2012 calendar year. It is important to note that most Iranians who seek protection do so iii jugkeyer
their border.

A whole variety of reasons are causing Iranians to flee their country.

While we as part of the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project do not claim in any way to be experts about thje
situation in Iran we have met and had close association with a lot of people frdnbb#minside and outside

detention centres. There are many and varied reasons why those we have come to know have sought grotectio

in Australia. We have known people where each of the below were pertinent.

] Conversion from Islam to another religion is seen as apostasy and this is a crime that can result irja deatt

sentence.
1 Protesting against the Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, is a crime and if convicted &
person can face death or torture or long term imprisonment.
1 attending a pralemocracy rally is a crime and there are a veritable army of state employees going|
through video clips and other evidence to identify individual protesters.
1 the basiji are a paramilitary force who inform on and threaten people who do anything against ver

~

repressive rules e.g. wearing a shirt with sleeves that are too short, having music playing too loudy,

sitting with a person of the opposite sex in public; again the outcomes of conviction are dire.

journalists and bloggers are imprisoned and silenced at rates higher than any other country.
there is persistent and pervasive assault o]
religious and ethnic minorities, particularil

the fundamental freedoms of speech have been criminalised as have association and assembly.

Kurdish people
people disappear into Tehrandés notorious EvV|
the regime and question the religious society.

=A =4 =4 4 4 -4 A

1 Members of the Green Movement (a noolent human rights movement) still remain in jail after a lajge

opposition leaders, human rights defenders, and the lawyers who would defend them re imprisongd

W (C

protest in 2009, along with dozens of journalists, human rights activists and members of the Bahgi faith.

1 Homosexuals suffer horrific punishment

1 Mandaeens (an ancient and peaceful religious group) in the western province of Khuzestan have ffaced

severe discrimination for following the faith Sabian Mandaeism which is not officially acknowledgdd in

the Islamic republic.
1 A small Arabic population in the Ahwaz province are the subject -gfadmg persecution

1 US economic sanctions continue to cripple much

1 There is the highest per capita rate of executions in the world;

So the list of targets of the regime is long and include women, religious and ethnic minorities, lawyers, trhde
unionists and human rights supporters, and its tools of repression include rape, murder, torture, executign,
arbitrary arrest and unlawful detention. Iran has persistently been the subject of criticism even by the Unjted

Nations.

All of this makes for a weak case for portraying all Iranian asylum seekers as purely as economic migrargs. The

same kind of caveat applies to asylum seekers from other places.
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Ali Ahmad Jafari, 20" February 1987- 20" June 2013

Twenty six year old young people should not die in Australia after a heart a
when they are in detention centres. But on Thursddyl@fe 2013, Ahmad Ali
,’X,;”MAD died in the Villawood Immigration Detention Centre after spending thirty se
RI—

ANOTHER DEATY months there.
IN DETENTION

—

Al i has a good friend in Geelong

help get his friend out of detention.

I spoke to Ali the day before he
had told him he had no option but to go back to Afghanistan. | assured him

response. | did not have the heart to ring Ali back and tell him that he was
rightd the lawyer was saying that since she believed in not deluding people
had told him he would have to return to Afghanistan.

In 2009 Ali had been deported from England to Afghanistan where he had no remaining family links. H

tack

en

anot

is not in detention) and this man often rang me to ask if we could do anythifg to

i ed.
that

was not true and | would ring the lawyer. | did so and had a very unsympathetic

she

1%

immediately fled to Quetta in Pakistan to be with the remnants of his family, but the situation was even|more

dangerous than when he had left for Europe as a teenager in 2005. So he made his way to Christmas

sland. He

was deemed not to be a genuine refugee in May 2010. Ali was one of those Hasaras who have been and

continue to be in limbo. We do not know the number of those who are in this group but our estimate is
there may be one hundred across Australia. We are concerned that these men have not had natural ju

that
stice

accorded to them. They are a group of asylum seekers who have not had the opportunity to fully presgnt their

cases in ways that other asylum seekers have had, for the following reasons.

An assessment by the Australian embassy in Kabul, dated 21 February 2010, said that many ethnic HTzaras in

Afghanistan were fleeing the country as economic migrants, not genuine refugees, and that they were
a fAigol den ageo. At the time, the Department
criticised by many who were working with Hazara asylum seekers. However this document became on

iving in
p f Fo
b of the

Akey sourceso used to reject Afghan asylum cl| §i ms.

From April till October 2010 the processing of Afghan asyssakers was suspended for six months. Chr
Evans, Immigration Minister at the time, said that the situation for Hazaras had significantly improved.

S
He

said "the Taliban's fall, durable security in parts of the country, and constitutional and legal reform to prptect

minorities’ rights have improved the circumstances of Afghanistan's minorities, including Afghan Hazar,

At the time, Professor William Maley, an Australian National University academic and international exp
the politics of modern Afghanistan, told the Australian: "If anything, the consensus among experts on

Afghanistan is that the security environment has been deteriorating." During this time the Hazaras wh<Ise

applications were on hold were being held in detention. Often these were in very remote centres such
Curtin. At this time there was no guarantee that the processing of Hazara claims would be renewed.

After the resumption of processing, the DFAT assessment continued to be used to determine whether
of Afghan asylurrseekers, mainly Hazaras, should be given a visa to stay or be ordered home. At this
there was a large backlog of cases to be processed and the proportion of Afghans who had their claim
refugee status accepted fell from 95 per cent at the start of the 2010 to about 30 per cent later in 2010
in spite of the fact that there was no evidence that the underlying factors (both ethnic and sectarian) fu

S .
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hostility towards Hazaras had dissipated.

Ali had been granted community detention in February 2012. A few months later he was brought back intq

detention at Villawood because the Department claimed to have found that he had a criminal conviction ir
This proved to be a case of mistaken identity;
Hazara equivalent of AaBil/l Smitho in Afghani st g
9" May 2013, indicating that there was no trace of any convictions, reprimands, warnings, cautions or imp
prosecutions for him there. However Ali continued to be kept in immigration detention.

As a result of Taliban harassment and the fact
children fled to Pakistan . However, there was no safety for Hasaras in Quetta (particularly for the young
fled again, this time to England.

The following is a tribute to Ali from Graeme Swincer who works tirelessly for asylum seekers in a group
the Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group. Graeme knew Ali well from many visits to him in Villawood.
[Brigid]

Al'i lTived in Glouc@lsdweage aatnar 4 hinrke dAati it dhn tfther ARe
wrote about himii He was very polite and conscientious,
living here. He had been incredibly committed to his school work, and given that he arrived without any B
it was amazing that he had been able to achieve so much in the time he was here. We had personally wit

the UK
as
n.
ending

t ha
so Ali

ralled

fug:e
nd
hglish,
hessed |

commitment to education as he had attended extra tuition using GARAS premises. He was very active wjthin the

community, going on residential weekends away with us and other deprived young people from our area,

well liked and respected by his peers as well. His honesty and integrity is impeccable as well as his marlers,

leaving us no doubt as to his character. It was always a pleasure to see him. Given his undoubted skills
he wil |l definitely prove to be an excepti oneolld 3

pbeing

d abilit
nd

not have said it better. He impressed all who knew him as a man of quiet dignity and serenity, gentle, resgectful,

and obviously popular with both fellow detainees and visiting friends. He was a natural and gifted leader.

He bore

the rigours of immigration detention with great patience and discipline. He continued to act with seeming fprtitude

in spite of the constant sense of uncertainty about his future and the pressures of having to clear his nam
and | counted him as a valued friend.

But in the end the constant pressure and tension caught up with him. It could have been so different. We
know if a more prompt response to the symptoms of heart attack coul
saved him. Ahmad was strong. But many others facing similar despair
similar treatment are seftfarming, contemplating suicide and suffering
irreparable psychological damage. | visit them often and talk to them e
day. My heart is bleeding and my anger growing by the day as | am
confronted by the web of dishonesty and cruelty that is being impleme
by my national leadersall in the interests of politics.

We certainly hope that this tragic experience will result in some soul
searching on the part of the faceless people who manage the impersonal, unprofessional and inhumane {
treats innocent people such as Ahmad so badly i

. My wi

o not

ystem tl
n t

who are being mistreated by our government (supported by a misinformed electorate) for the misguided ghd

ineffective purpose of deterrence. In a context of supposed acceptance of humanitarian principles, how c4
be acceptable to punish innocent people for any agenda at all?

niteve

Ahmad our friend, brother, son, we grieve for you and we will miss you. We pray that your life and death gre not

in vain.
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Good News

A day designed to fundraise and raise awareness about asylum seekers is
being held on

September 8, 20132pm4pm

At 153 Mt Macedon Rd, Mt Macedon

Donattions will be collected at the gate and spin the wheel raffle tickets sol
the day for some goodies to be worPlease Bring: Blanket/chair, wine and
nibbles

Food Provided: Sausages and Rolls

Parking: Road parking available/ capooling a bonus!
d P d P : A Day on the Farm

Kids: Jumping castle, face paint and fairy garden. in support ofthe

Music generously provided by: Brigidine AS}_’lum
Tania Ravbar Seeker Project

Meeks and Marty
Tom Dickens and Thom and James Devery

RSVP BY AUGUST 25
To Gemma or Bridget @
Newbeginnings451@yahoo.com.au

used a visit
to the tiny

® ampedusa
to highlight
the plight
of migrants and asylum seekers who die trying to
reach Europe. In perhaps the sternest homily of hig
papacy so far, Pope Francis has inveighed against}"the
globalisation of indifference". Lampedusa is the pdint
of entry into Europe for tens of thousands of migragts
and asylum seekers, Francis said: "We have becohd f ami |y brought t hess
used to the suffering of others. It doesn't affectus.|ftseeker 6 (how can we ufg
doesn't interest us. It's not our business." The popp They had a great time playing with him.
said he had chosen to visit Lampedusa on his first
journey out of the Vatican after learning of a recenf] Baby Abul Fazul and his mother Fatima currently
incident in which migrants had died at sea while live with the Brigidines in Albert Park so Abul
attempting to cross from North Africa. The thought pfFazul has lots of grandmothers! With a bit of luc
their suffering had come back to him repeatedly ikfwe won o6t r ui-attenhon.m wi t h
"a thorn in the heart", he said.

10

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductidle

over


mailto:Newbeginnings451@yahoo.com.au

A Sudanese man who had qualifications as a lawyer
lived in one of our places of accommodation some ye
ago. He then moved into the community and borrowg
money from the Project to bring out his family. Then
found that he could not get stable employment in
Australiard certainly nothing as a lawyer. He left and
went to a Middle eastern country.

A short time ago he returned to Australia for a week

ars
ed

DI

so to manage a work commitment. He came to rene
acquaintance and he paid back the money he owed t
Project. The money is certainly a help but the hones
the man was an even bigger thing for us.

The Catholic parish at Holy Eucharist, East Malverr]
%has provided this house for two asylum seeker
fimilies. The house which used to be a preshytery

laundry.

Phillipa Smyth and her partner Salim Shamsuddin ha|
been doing a fantastic job keeping our website up to
date. Why don't you check owtvw.basp.org.a?

Phillipa and Salim have also done a mammoth job in
picking up and delivering furniture to families who are
moving into empty places.

Stephen Brasier keeps our facebook page alive. Jus

look up Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project and you will

find all sorts of news and links.

Thanks so much Phillipa, Salim and Stephen.

eOne of the families has a fifteen year old son who i4
totally focussed on getting to school and being
educated. He has started at Salesian College in
Chadstone. Salesian, as with all other schools we
had any connection with in terms of enrolment, has
been absolutely supportive and generous in helping
with books, a computer, uniforms and even a six
months Myki card. In years to come these are the
memories that families will tell about their welcome
Australia.

On a sadder note Rona, the elderly mother of the o
family in the house, die within a couple of weeks of
moving into the community. Our sympathy is
extended to Ronads two
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Often individuals in detention want to see a visitor to get some comfort or some help. However, as often a
they want to see you to ask for help for someone else. Recently a man indefinitely detained because he has be«

rejected by ASIO , was determined to speak to Brigid. He wanted help for a mother and her daughter becs
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has neone to share a house when she gets released. An amazing man with a heart of gold! After four yeays of
tentiord and no end in sight to his own misery, he is begging for help for someone else.
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