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It may be a truism that we learn much about what it means to be human from those who have suffered.  We are 

humbled and amazed at times by the generosity and empathy shown by asylum seekers and refugees.  Most have 

experienced pain and sorrow, depression and darkness, stress and suffering in a measure we can only imagine.  

And many are scarred by life as it has been for them.  Yet we witness from them many examples of  faith, 

courage, endurance, and (perhaps most important) hope.  How can they do it? 

 

One day recently a couple of us were in Maribrynong Immigration Detention Centre visiting two men.  Both were 

very stressed because they had just been summarily redetained in immigration detention.  Imagine what it is like 

to spend over two and a half years in detention, not knowing if or when or how it will all end, and then having a 

few months of relative freedom in the community, only to be detained again.  And then to be told that in a very 

short time you were going to be deported.   

 

One was talking about the efforts of his lawyers on his behalf.  He said ‘I felt so sorry for them.  They worked so 

hard for me and in the end we lost the case.  They were really upset.”  Afterwards we reflected on this response.  

A man in a desperate situation and fearing deportation and his empathy with the lawyers who had represented him 

was upper most in his mind.    

 

“Can you help my friend Ali?”  “Have you heard anything about my friend’s case?”  Variations on these requests 

are numerous.  Most asylum seekers are amazing the way they help each other.  Each new man who arrives is 

’brother’.  They have great feeling especially for others who came to Australia on the same boat and for those 

who shared  time with them in a detention centre.  They have an understanding of these experiences that no-one 

else can have.    

 

In our women’s house, women who come from different countries and cultures cook together, laugh together and 

doubtless cry together.   

 

Currently many have had their Red Cross money cut off because they have appealed to 

the courts.   Most of these are looked after by other people who have either just got 

refugee status or are also still waiting.  Those who are working are usually in jobs that 

are not sought after by most Australians and yet they are willing to give some of what 

they earn to others with less.   

The Project aims to: 

∗ provide hospitality and practical support for asylum seekers 

∗ actively network with like-minded individuals and groups who are 

working for justice for asylum seekers 

∗ promote advocacy for the rights of asylum seekers 

∗ raise awareness of asylum seeker issues and concerns through a range of 

activities 

I was a stranger and you made 

me welcome ... 
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Where the law and politics are uneasy bedfellows 

 

In the Full Federal Court in Melbourne on Friday 7th December, Immigration Minister Chris Bowen 

(through his senior barrister) has told a court he has the power to remove asylum seekers from Australia 

even if they have been found to be genuine refugees.  And he has the power to deport individuals even if 

there are questions about the procedural fairness of previous assessments of a person’s claims for 

protection.   

 

This goes right to the heart of Australia's approach to asylum seekers.  Recently a magistrate in the 

Federal Magistrates' Court said that there are now two intractable sides– advocates for the rights of 

asylum seekers and the Government, and as the cases keep being presented the arguments are becoming 

more detailed and refined (and difficult to understand except by experts).   

 

This was almost symbolically presented on Friday 7th December in the court.  There were five judges, 

indicating this was a major issue.  There was the government’s legal team and the legal team representing 

a very slightly built Afghani man who sat behind the legal teams.  In the court room were a mixture of 

fellow Afghan Hazaras, some journalists, and a few people who were very keen to see how this case 

which was of such importance in the history of refugee law, would be played out.   

 

More broadly, on the one side there are desperate people struggling for their own survival and that of their 

families.  And on the other hand there is the Australian government, taking ever more drastic steps to 

abolish the legal right of refugees to escape persecution by fleeing to Australia without prior official 

permission.  

 

There seems no rhyme or reason about those Hazaras who are being quite summarily detained and 

threatened with deportation.  The way this happens is cruel and violent.  One man we know well (we will 

call him Ali) was in Adelaide in Community Detention.  He was living with two other men also in 

Community Detention.  These two were asked to come into the 

Department of Immigration in Adelaide and while they were 

there ten men came to the house where Ali was.  Six were 

Immigration Department officials and four were Serco security 

officers.  They told Ali they were taking him to Detention.  He 

was not allowed to pack his things or to contact anyone.  He 

was put in a van and the Serco guards drove him from Adelaide 

to Melbourne where he was put into the Immigration Detention 

Centre.  He was sick by the time he arrived.  The next morning 

he was given a letter saying he had the chance to voluntarily 

leave Australia and return to Afghanistan or he would be 

deported on the following Sunday.  Lawyers appeared in court 

on the Saturday seeking an injunction against his deportation.  

This was granted and will be partly determined by the result of 

the case outlined above.  For now Ali is “safe” in Maribyrnong 

Immigration Detention Centre. 

 

Asylum seeker wins 

deportation reprieve 

 
Sydney Morning Herald 
December 1, 2012 - 12:28PM 
Jane Lee 
 
AN Afghan asylum seeker has won a 
reprieve from deportation after the 
federal government lost a legal challenge. 
 
The 36-year-old man, from the Hazara 
ethnic minority, was granted a 
stay of deportation on November 24, one 
day before he was due to be 
deported to Afghanistan. Immigration 
Minister Chris Bowen 
unsuccessfully challenged the injunction in 
the Federal Court on 
Friday. 
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You are all invited to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers 

Christmas party on Saturday 22nd December.  

 

Venue: 52 Beaconsfield Pde, Albert Park 

Time: 5pm onwards  

 

We would love to see anyone who 

is connected to the Project in any 

way.   

 

If you could indicate you are coming by a message on 

96962107 or an email bssc@cyberspace.net.au  it would 

help us with catering.   

Are you interested in letter writing and /or lobbying 

your Member of Parliament? 

 

Our Brigidne Asylum Seekers Project (BASP) is part of the 

Refugee Advocacy Network (RAN) which is a broad 

coalition of organizations working to advance a just and 

humane approach to refugees and asylum seekers based on 

their right to seek asylum, that respects their human rights 

and ensures their safety and freedom.   

 

RAN is organizing a letter writing campaign to lobby MP’s 

about decent policies for those who come to Australia 

seeking protection.  This included abandoning the 

‘deterrence’ approach that has characterized Australia’s 

policies and practices over the past decade.   

 

If you would like to be part of this campaign, please send 

you address (preferably email) to us at 

bssc@cyberspace.net.au and we will forward it to Marie 

Hapke who is coordinating this RAN venture.   

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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Screening out 

 

A process called ‘Screening out’ was relatively little used by Immigration officials until a few 

months ago.  However, it is now being used extensively.  Nearly 700 Tamils have been deported 

over the past six months after being ‘screened out’ on arrival on the grounds that they were found to 

be economic refugees rather than genuine asylum seekers. But without allowing them due process, 

we cannot know whether they are genuine refugees or not.  If asylum seekers do not make an overt 

claim for asylum in the initial interview, they face deportation. This especially targets Sri Lankans 

as Sri Lanka is one of the few countries that will accept returned boat people – while countries such 

as Iran refuse to accept them back. In many cases, Sri Lankans have been deported within 48 hours 

of their arrival - before they can be contacted by refugee groups.   

 

Last week the practice of ‘screening out’ was about to be challenged in the High Court but the  

government capitulated and is allowing 56 individuals the right to put their claims for protection.  

However, almost as though under cover of the release of  400 people from Darwin Immigration 

Detention Centre on Bridging visas, another 46 Tamils were deported, having been ‘screened out’.  

Somebody called the process ‘interviewing by ambush’.  It certainly appears to be capitalizing on 

the ignorance that recent arrivals have of their rights and our laws and procedures.  The 

Government officials are adamant that the questions posed during these initial interviews have not 

changed this year, but they refuse to discuss further details 

or explain how, if nothing has changed, more than 700 

people can suddenly be screened out within months 

compared with only a handful last year.  

 

Australia has some very strange laws (maybe ready to be 

tested in the High Court) and one is the right to not tell 

someone their rights is legal and is an administrative power 

held by immigration officials.  There seem to be a lot of untrammeled right held by the Australian 

government that many of us believed were laws only in totalitarian states.   

 

Fate of the ASIO rejected group 

Two months ago a very nervous group of visitors and people detained in MITA listened to the 

verdict to the High court case challenging the right of ASIO to deny a visa to a man who had 

satisfied all Convention requirements as a refugee.  The High Court ruled that the denial of a 

protection visa to a Tamil man because ASIO declared him a security threat was unlawful.  We all 

cheered and were elated because we believed that those held there in detention in Broadmeadows 

(and elsewhere) would be released and given a visa.  They are still there.  Apparently even though 

they have the right to a protection visa, they don’t have the right to live in the community.  We need 

to remember that no one in this group of about 60 people has been given any indication of why they 

have been rejected by ASIO. 

 

This group (mainly Tamil) have gone from quiet optimism to a sense of hopelessness (again).   

From SBS World News website 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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Manus is not a dumping ground—from someone who comes from there 

 The following piece was written by  Paul Lonot Sireh, a Carmelite priest.  Paul is from Manus 

Island.  (Australia has reopened Manus Island Detention Centre and has sent men, women and 

children there.) 

 

Being a Manusian, I am feeling sad for my island and my people. I 

was born and bred in Manus and did my primary and secondary 

schooling  there before going to the seminary to study for the 

priesthood. I left PNG for Australia about 12 years ago. 

  

The move to spend millions of dollars to reopen the Manus detention 

centre is very much like building a palace in the middle of a slum. 

Manus Island is a forgotten province in PNG to say the least as 

regards development. People's lifestyle is undisturbed and peaceful. 

However like most developing peoples we are now feeling 

marginalized and our needs ignored by both governments.  Because I 

reside in Australia, I am privileged to have access to a modern and western lifestyle, with three meals a 

day, better clothing, and many other benefits from living in this country. Manus Islanders don't have these 

privileges. 

  

Can both the Australian and PNG governments help improve the living conditions of the islanders before 

thinking of spending millions on an exercise that will not be beneficial to all? If foreigners are to be sent 

to Manus how  will the needs of all Manus Islanders be met?  

  

What would be the ideal way to boost the local economy on Manus? Here are a  few suggestions for much 

needed improvements to infrastructure. Our deserted Lorengau town needs to be developed with good 

roads, housing and good sanitation.  The Manus highway is very much like a logging track. The wharf has 

been  there since World War II. People are dying every day because there are insufficient drugs and no 

hospital facilities to attend to the sick. The airport terminal needs to be renovated or completely rebuilt. 

These are just some of the vital needs of Manus Island if Australia and PNG governments are serious 

 

 

The Houston Expert Panel 

recommended that Nauru and 

Manus Island be tried again but 

with an added disincentive for 

asylum seekers. They should be told 

that they would get 'no advantage' 

by getting on a boat rather than 

waiting in Indonesia. They would 

have to wait the same time for 

resettlement from Nauru, as they 

would had they stayed in Indonesia. 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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about boosting the local economy.  

  

But my main concern is that Australia is a prosperous First World nation that is economically capable of 

accepting a much large number of refugees who reach our shores seeking asylum from war, violence and 

persecution. By offering Manus PNG, with a much weaker developing economy, substantial aid to process 

many of these asylum seekers, Australia  is lapsing back into the habits of its colonial past by exploiting the 

resources of another nation, in this case the willingness and economic needs of the remote Manus Islanders. 

The government is asking Manus- PNG to do what they themselves are not willing to do. The fact that the 

government's motive is to deny asylum seekers the protection of Australian Law makes moving their 

problems to PNG all the more reprehensible. Every time we sing Advance Australia Fair, "for those who've 

come across the seas, we've boundless plains to share...." my heart sinks. If Australia can't welcome these 

asylum seekers into these boundless plains, then please omit this line from the National Anthem!   Despite 

the many differences, are there not also many parallels with the early history of Australia,  when England 

decided to solve her convict problems by sending them around the world to Botany Bay - out of sight, out 

of mind? 

  

It is important to recall the words and experience of the Palestinian asylum seeker Aladdin Sisalem , the 

sole detainee on Manus Island for 10 months in 2004.  He told ABC Radio's Saturday AM programme that 

he is not surprised by the Federal Government's approach to PNG. It would be wrong, he says,  to reopen 

the facility. "It’s a senseless decision, a very bad decision - bad for people's life [and] bad for the taxpayers' 

money. Mostly it was the fear on what is behind it, what is going to happen next, because I find that I have 

no human rights at all - anything can happen to me. 

  

"Every time I got the news that I will be released from detention to Australia, I was still unsure about it 

until I actually left the plane with some other people here in Melbourne. I wasn't secure until that moment. 

  

"I actually do have a mental disability now from the post-traumatic stress and suffering. It's been so hard to 

build this life again after that." 

  

I strongly urge that such experiences should not happen again. To re-open the Manus detention centre 

would be inhumane and destructive for the health and wellbeing of all involved. 

  

Please leave Manus Island alone if the local people can’t benefit from it, and the very name of Manus 

Island becomes linked around the world with injustice and persecution.  

  

Paul Lonot Sireh (from Manus Island and now 

Parish Priest of Wentworthville, Paramatta, NSW) 

 

 

The total number of asylum seekers on Manus 

Island is currently 67, including an estimated 

13 to 16 children, being housed at the 

temporary tent processing facility on PNG's 

Lombrum naval base in Manus province. 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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A group of Hazaras from Afghanistan who need urgent help 

We are really concerned about a group of Hazara men from Afghanistan who have exhausted legal 

options to get a Permanent visa to stay in Australia.  In our view they have not had an opportunity to 

have their claims heard in a fair way.   To typify the issue we outline Ali’s story.  

Ali  is in his twenties.  He has spent nearly two years in detention in Australia, has been in community 

detention for twelve months and now has a three months Bridging Visa.  He came to Australia in 2010 

on a boat with 59 other people.  All of these 59 now have a Permanent Visa except for four people.  It is 

impossible to see what is different about their situation and those who got a visa and have been judged 

to be refugees.   

Ali came from a small village in Ghazni province, Afghanistan.  He was married, had one small son and 

his job was to take passengers in a minbus to the hospital 

or to get goods for their shops from wholesalers.  These 

services were only available in the city, some hours away.  

The journey was through a very dangerous desert area.  

Almost all Hazaras when they travel this route are 

threatened by the Taliban.   

 

The American and Australian supported government of 

Kabul has no control over a lot of Afghanistan outside of 

the capital city.  In much of Ghazni province, the Taliban 

have become a Shadow Government.  When Ali took 

passengers he had a stop on the way to get a token to 

travel. This money is collected by Taliban officials as 

unofficial taxes.  One day when Ali stopped for a ticket, a 

Taliban man (we will call him BJ) asked to buy Ali’s minibus. Ali declined, then BJ asked again and Ali 

realised he was a powerful person and that it was dangerous not to sell the small bus. So he sold him his 

vehicle for 400,000 local currency. This amount would have been fair. However, Ali only got 100,000 

of this, and BJ said he would give the rest of the money within 3 months.  

 

Ali went and bought a new car for some of the money but BJ wouldn’t hand over the rest of the money 

later. The problem started from there.  Ali asked some elders to go to BJ’s village and house and ask 

why BJ declined to give the rest of the money. In his home in front of elders BJ promised he would give 

the rest of the money. But when the elders left the house BJ told Ali that he had shamed him by bringing 

all the elders to his house. After that he had Ali’s mobile number and started calling and threatening 

him.  BJ told Ali ‘next time I see you on the route to Gazni you won’t be alive, you will be killed’.  BJ 

also told him ‘I am the one that killed many Hazara people in that desert’.  

 

When Ali’s 6 month old baby son got sick he wanted to get him to hospital. He and his wife travelled 

the road, and their car was stopped by the Taliban, who blocked his path and didn’t allow him to get his 

son to hospital. The baby died there. When he was stopped with his son, he believes he was stopped 

because he was Hazara not because he was known specifically to be travelling that day. If it was known 

it was him, he believes he would have been killed that day. 

In 2009, one in every four refugees in the 

world was from Afghanistan (2.9 million). 

(AP)  

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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Ali had a friend, Asmat, killed by the Taliban 3-4 months before his son died. When Ali and Asmat went out on 

the same desert road, they were ambushed by Taliban. The Taliban  recognised Asmat was a student from his ID 

card. They shot him in front of Ali.  

 

Ali’s elder brother was working as a driver for an MP from Ghazni in Kabul. One day when he came back home 

on a holiday, he disappeared. Since then the family does not know what happened to him.  Presumably he was 

kidnapped and killed by the Taliban.  Ali asked Red Cross workers who trace people to investigate but they said 

it was too dangerous to go into the area.  

 

After all these events, Ali’s parents and his wife convinced him to leave and seek safety.  Reluctantly he did. He 

moved, first to Kabul, then to Dubai.  After 4 months in Malaysia and Indonesia, Ali took a boat to Christmas 

Island.  After 16 days on the boat, they were taken on board by the navy near Ashmore Island.  

 

Ali’s application was rejected at the first hearing and again at the review stage.  The reviewer said if it wasn’t safe 

in his village Ali could move to Kabul.  So began a series of rejections and now Ali has no other legal options.  

Currently there are a number of men from Afghanistan in the same situation.  They are either in Community 

Detention or have been given Bridging Visas which will expire some time in the next couple of months.    

 

We do not know the number of those who are in this group but our estimate is that there must be a couple of 

hundred across Australia.  We have the names and details of seventy of these.  Most of these Hazaras who are 

waiting are from Ghazni or other central Afghanistan provinces.   Already six have been put back into detention 

and have been threatened with deportation.  We are concerned that these men have not had natural justice 

accorded to them.  They are a group of asylum seekers who have not had the opportunity to fully present their 

cases that other asylum seekers have had, for the following reasons. 

 

An assessment by the Australian embassy in Kabul, dated 21 February 2010, said that the situation for Hazaras 

was so much better than it had been that Hazaras were living in a relative “golden age”.  At the time, the 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) advice was widely criticised by many who were working with 

Hazara asylum seekers. However this document became one of the “key sources” used to reject Afghan asylum 

claims.  This was true for Ali. 

From April till October 2010 the processing of Afghan asylum-seekers was suspended for six months.  Chris 

Evans, Immigration Minister at the time, said that the situation for Hazaras had significantly improved.   He said 

"the Taliban's fall, durable security in parts of the country, and constitutional and legal reform to protect 

minorities' rights have improved the circumstances of Afghanistan's minorities, including Afghan Hazaras".   

 

At the time, Professor William Maley, an Australian National University academic and international expert on the 

politics of modern Afghanistan, told the Australian: "If anything, the consensus among experts on Afghanistan is 

that the security environment has been deteriorating."  During this time the Hazaras whose applications were on 

hold were being held in detention.  Often these were in very remote centres such as Curtin.  At this time there was 

no guarantee that the processing of Hazara claims would be renewed.   

 

After the resumption of processing, the DFAT assessment continued to be used to determine whether hundreds of 

Afghan asylum-seekers, mainly Hazaras, should be given a visa to stay or be ordered home.  At this stage there 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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was a large backlog of cases to be processed and the proportion of Afghans who had their claims for refugee 

status accepted fell from 95 per cent at the start of the 2010 to about 30 per cent later in 2010.  This is in 

spite of the fact that there was no evidence that the underlying factors (both ethnic and sectarian) fuelling 

hostility towards Hazaras had dissipated.  It is now accepted that the Taliban are in control in much of the 

country.   

 

In August 2011, an audit within the Department of Immigration was conducted (PRE assessment) and cases 

of asylum seekers who arrived after Boat 175 were offered a review of their cases.  Many were then given a 

Permanent Visa.  However, the men who are now being refused a review arrived in boats before Boat 175. 

Australia’s system for assessing claims for asylum has failed this group of men by denying them a proper 

independent review or appeals process. There is a real fear that, given their time in detention and the long 

while these men have lived in a state of uncertainty, they will not survive being deported.  The Convention 

understanding is that the State must be able to provide protection if a person is sent back to their own 

country.  It is impossible to ensure this, particularly for those from Ghazni province and most other parts of 

Afghanistan.  We believe that collectively all these reasons form a compelling case for this unique group of 

asylum seekers to be given a fresh opportunity to apply for protection. 

 

Advocacy 

We ask you to write to your local member (or to Minister Bowen and ask for these cases to be reviewed.  

You could use the following letter or write one—maybe using some of the information above. 

Dear Minister Bowen, (or Dear Local Member) 

 

I understand that there is a distinct and disturbing possibility that a group of 

Hazara asylum seekers will be deported to Afghanistan.  Some Hazaras have 

already been put back into Immigration Detention pending their forced removal 

from Australia. Indeed, these men would have been deported except for court 

action and they remain in detention, not knowing what will happen to them.  

Unless there is intervention on their behalf, these men will be denied 

protection, and they will be deported to great danger in Afghanistan.  It is 

well documented that Hazara people are routinely persecuted in Afghanistan.   

 

Advocates who are familiar with the situation of these people are gravely 

concerned about their welfare because they fled from Afghanistan in fear of 

their lives. There are real concerns that these people have not been given the 

opportunity for their claims for refugee status to be fully and fairly reviewed.  

They came to Australia in 2010 and their cases are similar to thousands of 

others who have been accepted. The rule of law and principles of fairness are 

deeply valued in our Australian society, and we need to ensure justice for 

people seeking asylum and treat them with dignity and decency.     

 

I am very concerned that these threatened deportations are in part motivated by 

the Government’s desire to be ‘tough on asylum seekers’ and are aimed at 

creating fear within these communities in the hope of deterring others from 

coming to Australia to seek asylum and protection.  The current focus on 

deterrence denies the right of people to seek asylum, violates human rights and 

fosters fear and prejudice within the Australian community.  

 

I am asking that you intervene (or request the Minister) to stop the deportation 

of these people and ensure that their claims are assessed fully and fairly.  

 

Yours sincerely 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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First step after getting a Permanent Visa 

 

Mahammad’s family is in Quetta.  His wife and three children live 

in fear of their lives because Pakistan is now very dangerous for 

Hazaras from Afghanistan.  The first thing Mahammad did when 

he got a Visa as a refugee was to start planning how to see his 

family and how to get them out of danger.  This has been an uphill 

battle and it is no way near completion.  He did manage to get to 

Pakistan and see them for a few weeks.  A very poignant moment 

for us was Mahammad showing us his children still asleep on the 

morning he had to leave. He did not wake them—just took their 

photos.   

 

As part of the work of BASP, we are assisting a number of people like Mahammad  with all the paper work 

needed.  This is time-consuming, complicated and costly.  Indeed another hill to climb! 

 

Prior to August 2012, people in Mahammad’s position, wishing to bring their families to Australia could do so 

as part of the Special Humanitarian Program (SHP).  However, this became increasingly difficult because of 

the long wait entailed.  Early this year it was being estimated that families would be waiting for fifteen to 

twenty years to get to Australia as part of this program.   

 

This was because in 1996, under the Howard Government, the onshore program (people arriving here by air or 

boat and being given refugee status) and the offshore program (refugees brought to Australia as part of our 

response to refugees needing resettlement) became numerically linked.  This meant that for every asylum 

seeker who was accepted into Australia, one place was taken away from people in need of international 

protection across the world and also from family reunion places available in Australia.  It has long been the 

contention that these two programs should be de-linked.   

 

The Expert Panel (established in July 2012 to advise the Government about asylum seekers drowning at sea) 

recommended that in future those who arrive through irregular maritime means should not be eligible to bring 

their family to Australia under the Humanitarian Program, but should seek to do so within the family stream of 

the Migration Program. The government has made regulation changes to implement those recommendations.   

 

So those arriving by boat on or after 13 August 2012 are no longer eligible to propose their family under the 

Humanitarian Program.  One of the results of this is moving from  a way of getting family here that did not 

cost very much to one that is very expensive for people who have just got a Permanent visa, and are struggling 

to get work and set up a home from scratch.   

 

For Mahammad this is  

Making application      $2060 

Travel to Islamabad for Medical checks   $500 

Health check costs       $480 

Getting marriage and identity documents   $1500 

Air travel        $6000 - $7000 

Total:  

approximately 

between$11,000 and 

$12,000 for this 

family.   
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Good News 

 

 

A job  

There was light in Sabir’s eyes as he told us he had had a great 

day.  “I got my driving licence and I think I am getting a full time 

job”.  The latter is thanks to Mary Kingsbury who is a great 

‘spotter’ of jobs.  (As is another of our friends—Dana.)     

 

A gradual transition to a new life 

Brigid tells the story of meeting Najibullah in the Melbourne Immigration Transit Accommodation (MITA).  

Najibullah was an unaccompanied minor who came to Australia on a boat in  2010.  After spending a short 

time in the Port Augusta Detention centre, he was sent over to Melbourne.  One day when visiting, one of the 

staff asked me to go in and talk to Najibullah because he was in a bad way.  I sat opposite him and he had his 

head down and he just sobbed.  I asked for an interpreter but I still could not get any communication between 

us.  From then on he would sidle up to the group when I was visiting but it was months before he actually 

tried to talk.  Eventually, along with some other visitors, we established some rapport and he began to smile a   

bit.  When he was released for MITA he was sent to Perth.  He is still there.  He is probably 19 now.  He says 

in emails that he is studying English part time and his last email said “I'm working as subcontractor as a 

panel beater and mechanic in MFB panel paint. Najibullah”.    

At least two of that same group of minors are working in recycling 

places—hard and dirty work but they are proud to be making money 

some of which they can send home.   

 

Gifts to make Christmas a time of some happiness 

Catholic Church Insurance (CCI) have been very generous in donating 

gifts for 50 men, 10 women and 10 families this year.  They are also 

going to give us a quantity of Myki cards.  Our thanks to CCI and to 

Nichola, Lauren, Barry, Donna, Mad and Theresa 

who delivered these goods.   

 

Zaki   

Zaki had to return to Somalia having exhausted all avenues for a Visa in Australia.  Many 

friends will be pleased to know that he seems to be safe, has a job and although missing 

Australia, he is rebuilding some life for himself.   

 

Thuya 

Thuya lived in the BASP Ardeer house for quite a long time as he waited for a Permanent visa which he got a 

couple of months ago.  Three weeks ago he made a journey to Bangkok to meet up with his sister and cousin.  

He cannot visit his own country, Burma, until he is an Australian citizen.  He had two weeks to catch up on 

more than five years news of his family.  This week he leaves for Perth to take up a job in accountancy—a 

position he is qualified to take but one he previously could not get.   

 

 

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
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  THANK YOU! 

 

We thank all those who have helped us during 2012.  You have donated money 

to keep the Project going, helped in so many practical ways, given your wisdom to the BASP Council, helped 

with advocacy and legal work, been sympathetic friends to asylum seekers and the list could go 

on.  Thank you so much. 

 

There is a lot of family joy in Australia at Christmas time.  There is also a lot of loneliness and 

stress.  Even those whose culture does not include Christmas celebrations realise very quickly 

that this is a time for celebrating with family.  We can never compensate for the absence of 

family and friends but we can ease the loneliness a bit.   

 

We will give hampers to a number of families and gifts to many single men and women who do not have 

families in Australia and for whom Christmas can be tough.  We will have a good Christmas day for those who 

have no-one else to celebrate with.   Thank you all for your part in making this possible. 

 

Thank you too for the personal support you have offered to those of us who work directly within the Project.  

We have got to know so may wonderful people—both those who are seeking protection and those who care for 

others in such tangible ways.  We wish you all a very happy and peace-filled Christmas.  

 

 

 

 

Brigid Arthur       Catherine Kelly  

 
For the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project 

How you can help ... 

Advocacy 

Write to you local member of Parliament (or call in and see them) and ask for a more humane approach to 

asylum seekers 

Employment 

We are very keen to hear from anyone who has a job opportunity for asylum seekers.   

Food that is very welcome 

Eggs, sugar, rice, flour, salt, two minute noodles, cooking oil,  tea and coffee, long life milk, tuna, canned 

tomatoes, canned fruit, spaghetti or other pasta 

Other goods always in demand 

Cleaning materials and dishwashing detergents, toilet paper  

Something Special 

A voucher for Coles, Big W, Kmart or similar stores allows asylum seekers the independence to buy 

something they  really want and need.  

Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 


